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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS 
Q1. The inscription which proves the influence of Bhagwat cult in ancient Rajasthan is 
 (1) Ghatiyala Inscription (2) Besnagar Inscription of Heliodorous 
 (3) Buchkala Inscription (4) Ghosundi Inscription 
 
Q2. In the excavation of which of the following ancient site the huge collection of iron 
 materials is found related to Malava Republic ? 
 (1) Nagar (Nainwan) (2) Nagari (Madhyamika) 
 (3) Sambhar (4) Rairh (Tonk) 
 (5) Question not attempted 
 
Q3. What is the similarity between Jharol (Udaipur), Kurada (Nagore) and Sabania (Bikaner)? 
 (1) Centre of Chalcolithic culture  )2( Centre of Palaeolithic age  
 )3( Minor stone implements found  )4( Storehouse of copper implements 
 )5( Question not attempted 
 
Q4. Among Mauryan idols, the idol inscribed with the name Manibhadra (Yaksha) was found 
 from which place? 
 (1) Jhing-ka-Nagra (2) Noh village 
 (3) Besnagar (4) Parkham 
 
Q5. Sixteen coins of King Menander have been found from which of the following sites? 
 (1) Bairat (2) Nagari 
 (3) Rairh (4) Nagar  
 
Q6. Consider the following statements pertaining to the Ahar Civilization - 
 (A) The natives of Ahar knew copper smelting. 
 (B) Rice was unknown to them. 
 (C) Metal work was one of the means of economy of the Ahar. 
 (D) Black - Red coloured pottery have been found here, on which generally white coloured 
 geometrical designs have been carved. 
 Choose the correct option - 
 (1) A, C and D are correct (2) A and B are correct 
 (3) A, B and C are correct (4) C and D are correct 
 Match list-I with list-II and choose the correct answer from the code given below - 



 List-I 
 (A) The Battle of Gagron (B) The Battle of Sarangpur 
 (C) The Battle of Summel (D) The Battle of Saheba 
 List-II 
 (i) 1519 AD (ii) 1544 AD 
 (iii) 1437 AD (iv) 1541 − 42AD 
 Code - 
 (1) A-(i), B-(ii), C-(iii), D-(iv) (2) A-(i), B-(iii), C-(ii), D-(iv) 
 (3) A-(ii), B-(iii), C-(iv), D-(i) 
 (4) A-(iv), B-(iii), C-(ii), D-(i) 
 
Q7. Who amongst the following scholars was not in the Court of Kumbha? 
 (1) Tilla Bhatt (2) Muni Sunder Suri 
 (3) Muni Jin Vijay Suri (4) Natha 
 
Q8. Bhatiyani Pratapkunwari, the queen of Jodhpur King Mansingh got the temple reconstructed 
 elsewhere as the earlier one had caved in. She got the temple consecrated in 1857. The 
 name of temple is – 

 (1) Kunj Bihari Temple (2) Mahamandir 
 (3) Ghanshyamji Temple (4) Teeja Manji Temple 
 

Q9. The Arab traveller Suleman visited India in the reign of 
 (1) Nagbhatt II (2) Nagbhatt I 
 (3) Vatsrajj (4) Bhoj I 
 (5) Question not attempted  
 
Q10. Which of the following rulers does not belong to Gurjara-Pratihar dynasty? 
 (1) Nagabhatta-II (2) Mahendrapal-I 
 (3) Devapal (4) Bharatrabhatta-I 
 
Q.11 From the following temples of Rajasthan identify the temples which were built in the 
 Gurjar-Pratihar period : 
 (i) Adivarah temple of Ahad (ii) Harshat Mata temple of Abhaneri 
 (iii) Neelkanth temple of Rajorgarh (iv) Harihar temple of Osian 
  



Codes : 
 (1) (i) and (iv) (2) (i), (ii) and (iv) 
 (3) (ii) and (iv) (4) (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv) 
 
Q11. The brave Chauhan ruler of Ajmer who conquered Delhi and annexed it in his kingdom was  
 (1) Vigraharaj IV (2) Arnoraj 
 (3) Ajayaraj (4) Prithviraj III 
 (5) Question not attempted 
 
Q.12 'The author of 'Lalit Vigraharaj' drama was - 
 (1) Hemchandra (2) Kalhan 
 (3) Somdeva  (4) Mahesh 
 (5) Question not attempted 
 
Q13. The renowned artist Muhammed Shah was a court artist (Painter) of which Maharaja of 
 Jaipur? 
 (1) Sawai Ram Singh II (2) Sawai Jagat Singh 
 (3) Sawai Pratap Singh (4) Sawai Jai Singh 
 (5) Question not attempted 
 
Q14. Where was the Headquarter of Shekhawati Brigade located? 
 )1( Sikar )3( Khetri 
 )2( Jhunjhunu )4( Fatehpur 
Q15. Who among the following negotiated Subordinate Alliances of 1817-18 with Princely States 
 of Rajputana? 
 (1) David Ochterlony (2) Charles Metcalf 
 (3) Arthur Wellesley (4) John George 
 
Q.16 Name the revolutionary woman, who participated in the Peasant Movement of Bijoliya and  
 was arrested. She also participated in 1930 Satyagrah and 1932 Civil Disobedience  Movement 
 and was sentenced to Jail – 
 (1) Rama Devi (2) Ratan Shashtri 
 (3) Anjana Devi Chaudhary (4) Kishori Devi 
 
 



Q17. Which of the following pair is not correctly matched? 
 Peasant Movement  Leader 
 (1) Begun - Ram Narayan Chaudhary 
 (2) Bündi - Naynu Ram Sharma 
 (3) Bijoliya - Vijay Singh Pathik 
 (4) Bikaner - Narottam Lal Joshi 
 

Q18. What is the meaning of 'Patta Rekh' in the history of Rajasthan ? 
 (1) Expected revenue (2) Military tax 
 (3) Export-import tax  (4) Begar 

 

Q19. In pre-medieval kingdoms of Rajasthan, the designation "Naimittika" was used for 
 (1) Royal bard (2) Head of public health department 
 (3) State astrologer (4) Chief judicial officer 
 

Q20. Where and when was the newspaper 'Mazharul - Saroor' published? 
 (1) Bharatpur, 1849 (2) Jaipur, 1856 
 (3) Ajmer, 1840 (4) Udaipur, 1879 
 

Q21. Which one of the following newspapers of pre-independence Rajasthan was not the 
 promoter of Arya Samaj ideology? 
 (1) Desh Hiteshi (2) Janhitkarak 
 (3) Paropkarak (4) Rajputana Gazette 
 

Q22. Match the following: 
 Institution Year of Establishment 
 A. Rajasthan Seva Sangh 1. 1921 
 B. Desh Hiteshi Sabha 2. 1927 
 C. All India State 3. 1877 
 People's Conference 
 D. Chamber of Princes 4. 1919 
 Codes : 

 A B C D 

(1) 4 3 2 1 

(2) 2 4 1 3 

(3) 1 2 4 3 

(4) 4 2 3 1 



Q23. Who was the editor of 'Tyag Bhumi'? 
 (1) Hari Bhau Upadhyaya (2) Jai Narayan Vyas 
 (3) Devi Dutta Tripathi (4) Rishi Dutt Mehta 
 

Q24. Which one of the following newspapers of pre-independence Rajasthan was not the 
 promoter of Arya Samaj ideology? 
 (1) Desh Hiteshi (2) Janhitkarak 
 (3) Paropkarak (4) Rajputana Gazette 
 

Q25. With which of the following Prajamandal Movement Kanhaiya Lal Mittal, Mangilal Bavya 
 and Makbul Alam were associated ? 
 (1) Jhalawar Rajya Praja Mandal (2) Banswara Rajya Praja Mandal 
 (3) Bundi Rajya Praja Parishad (4) Karauli Rajya Praja Mandal 
 (5) Question not attempted 
 

Q26. When Matsya Sangh was merged into Vrihat Rajasthan ? 
 (1) 18th  April, 1948 (2) 25th  January, 1950 
 (3) 30th  March, 1949 (4) 15th  May, 1949 
 (5) Question not attempted 
 

Q27. The princely state, which was not the part of Rajasthan Union formed on 25th  March, 
 1948 ? 
 (1) Bundi (2) Pratapgarh 
 (3) Udaipur (4) Shahpura 
 

Q28. In which Rajput Thikana Moti Lal Tejawat was working on the post of Kamdar prior to 
 launching the Aki Movement? 
 (1) Jharol (2) Salumbar 
 (3) Kothariya (4) Devgarh 
 (5) Question not attempted 
 

Q29. Which of the following statement regarding Ruma Devi is not true? 
 (1) She is known in the field of Handicrafts. 
 (2) She was brought-up in the village Jasrapur (Khetari). 
 (3) She was felicitated with 'Nari Shakti Award' by the President of India in 2018. 
 (4) She played a major role in providing employment to Thousands of Woman. 
 



Q30. The revolutionary, who was convicted in the Mahant Pyarelal Murder case 
 (1) Zorawar Singh (2) Shyamji Krishna Varma 
 (3) Kesari Singh Barhat (4) Vijay Singh Pathik 
 
Q.31. Who among the following was the first to emphasise the need to establish separate 
 educational institution for the rulers of the princely states of Rajasthan ? 
 (1) Colonel Loch (2) Lord Lansdowne 
 (3) Captain Walter  (4) Lord Mayo  
Analysis - RPSC trend shows that every year around 6-7 questions related to Rajasthan history 
are asked in RAS preliminary exam. These questions are generally simple and factual, which can 
be easily solved by knowing the correct facts. Every year one question is asked from the major 
sources of Rajasthan history and ancient era, so there is a need to pay special attention to this 
part. Every year 2-3 questions are asked from various dynasties like Sisodia (Mewar), Rathore, 
Gurjar Pratihar and Parmar, Chauhan, Kachchwaha and Bhati dynasty, so these should also be 
prepared along with general knowledge. Modern history of Rajasthan is very important from the 
point of view of examination and maximum marks can be obtained by deep understanding of it, 
because every year 3-4 questions are asked from here. Generally questions related to Rajasthan 
and revolt of 1857, farmers movement, administration and revenue system of Rajasthan, political 
awakening (newspapers), Praja Mandal movement, integration, tribal movement and prominent 
freedom fighters and personalities are asked from this section. 

 

 



  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

➢ Father of Rajasthan History - Colonel James Todd.  

✓ He was a political agent of Mewar (Udaipur) province between 1818 and 1821. 

✓ He is also known as ‘Ghode wale Baba’. 
✓ His book on Rajasthan History, “Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan’ was published in 1829 

in London. 

✓ First Hindi translation of this book was done by Gauri Shankar Hirachand Ojha. 

✓ Other Books - Travel in Western India 

✓ Published by his wife in 1837 after his death. 

➢ The credit for starting the archaeological survey work in Rajasthan for the first time (1871 AD) 

goes to ACL Carlyle. 

1. Inscriptions 

Raisingh 

inscription 

(Bikaner, 1594 

AD) 

➢ By Jain sage Jaita. 

➢ It describes the achievements of the rulers of Bikaner from Rao Bika to 

Rao Raisingh. 

➢ According to this, the construction of Bikaner fort was completed by Rao 

Raisingh from 30 January 1589 -1594 by his minister Karamchand. 

Mandore 

inscription 

(Jodhpur, 685 

AD) 

➢ This inscription is engraved in the praise of Gurjar King Bouka. 

➢ In this, the genealogy of Gurjara-Pratiharas, the worship of Vishnu and 

Shiva have been mentioned. 

 

CHAPTER 

Major Sources of History of 

Rajasthan 
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Sacchika Mata 

Temple 

inscription  

(Osian, Jodhpur, 

1179 AD) 

➢ Engraved in the temple of Sachiya Mata, Osian (Jodhpur). 

➢ In this, Kalhana is described as the King and Kirtipal as the overlord of 

Mandavyapur. 

➢ As per the inscription, Dharavarsh emerged victorious. 

Bijolia 

inscription 

(Bilwara, 1170 

AD) 

➢ It was engraved in Sanskrit on a large rock in the Parshvanath temple at 

the Bijolia temple complex. 

➢ This inscription was installed by Jain Shravak Lolak and it’s author was 
Kayastha Keshav. 

➢ Engraved by - Gunabhadra. 

➢ In this, Chauhans are described as Brahmins of Vatsa lineage(According to 

Dr.Dashrath sharma). 

➢ Written during the reign of Chauhan ruler Someshwar. 

➢ Names of ancient cities of Jabalipur (Jalore), Shakambhari, Shrimal, etc. 

have been mentioned. 

➢ It is mentioned in this inscription that Vasudev Chauhan, the progenitor of 

the Chauhans, established the kingdom of the Chauhan (Chauhan) dynasty 

in Shakambhari around 551 AD and built Sambhar Lake. It is also mentioned 

that Vasudev made Ahichhatrapur (Nagaur) his capital. 

Ghatiyala 

Inscription 

(Jodhpur, 861 

AD) 

➢ Written by Brahmins of Magha clan in Sanskrit  

➢ Engraved by Krishneshwar. 

➢ Written during the reign of Pratihara ruler, Kakkuka. 

➢ Located in Sal mata jain temple Mandore(Jodhpur). 

➢ The four sons of Harishchandra, named Bhogbhat, Kakkuk, Razzil, and Dah, 

are mentioned. 
 

Basantgarh / 

Vasantgarh 

Inscription 

(Sirohi, 625 

AD) 

➢ This inscription was discovered at the Jaganmata Temple, dedicated to 

Gaoddes Kshemakari (Khimel), in Basantgarh / Vasantgarh (Sirohi).  

➢ The inscription dates back to the reign of King Varmalaat.  

➢ There is a mention of Rajjil, the son of Vajrabhata (Satyashrayam) as the 

king of Arbuda (Abu).  

➢ Notably, this inscription marks the earliest recorded use of the term 

"Rajasthan" as "Rajasthaniyaditya." 

Chirwa 

Inscription 

(Udaipur, 1273 

➢ Composed by Jain acharya, Ratnaprabha Suri  

➢ Engraved by Delhan 

➢ Written by Parshvachandra 
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AD / Vikram 

Samvat 1330) 

➢ Language: Sanskrit 

➢ Mentions the achievements of Padam Singh, Jaitra Singh, Tej Singh, and 

Samar Singh, descendants of Bappa Rawal of the Guhila dynasty.  

➢ It provides insights into the rural system and socio-religious life of the 13th 

century.  

➢ It also mentions Shivrashi, the leading Pashupata Yogi and the presiding 

deity of Eklingji.  

Samoli 

Inscription 

(Udaiour, 646 

AD) 

➢ According to this, the temple of Aranyavasini Devi (Jawar Mata) was built 

by the chief of the Mahajan community, Jentak Mahattar, who came from 

Vatnagar (Sirohi). 

➢ Contemporary of the Guhila ruler Shiladitya. 

➢ It records the mining of Copper and Zinc in Aranyagiri near Zawar. 

Amer 

Inscription 

(Jaipur, 1612 

AD) 

➢ In this, the Kachwaha dynasty has been described as "Raghuvanshtilak". 

➢ Names of Prithviraj, Bharmal and Bhagwantdas have been mentioned here 

and Mansigh is described as the son of Bhagwantdas. 

Bhabru-Bairat 

Rock Edict / 

Bhabru 

Inscription 

(Belongs to 

Mauryan Period, 

Jaipur, 268-

232 BC) 

➢ Two inscription of Ashoka Maurya found here. 

➢ Discovered by Capt. Burt in 1837 AD at the Bijak Hills. 

➢ Currently, kept at  Kolkata museum. 

➢ It was inscribed by the Mauryan King Ashoka. 

➢ It proves that Ashoka was a follower of Buddhism, and that he urged people 

to seek refuge in the Buddha, Dhamma, and Sangha. 

Ghosundi 

Inscription 

(Chittorgarh, 

2nd Century 

BC)  

➢ From Ghosundi,chhitorgarh. 

➢ Language- Sanskrit , Script - Brahmi. 

➢ It was first read by D. R. Bhandarkar. 

➢ It is oldest inscription giving details related to the Vaishnavism / Bhagwat 

Sect. 

➢ A part of it has been kept at the Udaipur Museum. 

➢ It mentions the Ashvamedha yagana and the fortification of the Vishnu 

(Vasudeva) temple. 
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Nagari 

Inscription 

(Chittorgarh, 

200-150 BC) 

➢ It has been inscribed in the Brahmi script , Sanskrit language.  

➢ Its script resembles the inscription from Ghosundi. 

➢ It was discovered by Dr. Gorishankar Hirachand Ojha at a place called Nagri. 

➢ It is currently housed in the Udaipur Museum in Rajasthan. 
 

Manmori 

Inscription 

(Chittorgarh, 

713 AD)  

➢ It has been excavated by Colonel James Tod, near Mansarovar Lake, 

Chittorgarh. 

➢ It mentions about four Mauryan kings - Maheshwar, Bhima, Bhoja and 

Man. 

➢ It has been composed by Pushya, son of Nagabhatta, and inscribed by 

Shivaditya, grandson of Karuna. 

➢ It mentions Chitrangada Maurya, who built Chittorgarh. 

➢ Colonel James Tod threw it, in the ocean due to imbalance, while taking it 

to England. 

➢ Bhima has been described as the King of Avantipur. 

Raj Prashasti 

(Rajsamand, 

1676 AD) 

➢ It is written in Sanskrit, but a few lines are also written in Hindi. 

➢ It is the largest Sanskrit inscription of India. 

➢ It has been termed as the Raj Prashasti Mahakavya. 

➢ It records the drought relief works of Raj Singh and the marriage of Princess 

Charumati of Kishangarh with Aurangzeb. 

➢ It has been engraved by Ranchod Bhatt and installed by Maharana Raj 

Singh Sisodia.  

➢ This is the world's largest inscription, engraved in 25 verses on the 9th 

bench(Nau choki pal) of the Rajsamand Lake embankment. 

➢ It presents a genealogy of Guhils from Bappa Rawal to Rana Jagat Singh 

II.  

➢ It also mentions about the Mughal-Mewar Treaty of Maharana Amar Singh. 

Kumabhalgarh 

Inscription 

(Rajsamand, 

1460 AD) 

➢ Composed and engraved by poet Mahesh. 

➢ It has been engraved on the 5 slabs of the Kumbhshyam temple at the 

Kumbhalgarh fort(Rajsamand). 

➢ It describes Bappa Rawal of the Vipra lineage. 

➢ It records the victory of Hammir over Chelavat and has been termed as 

the ‘Vishamghati Panchanan’. 
➢ It has been preserved in the Udaipur Museum. 
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Kirtistambha 

Prashasti (Pali, 

1460 AD) 

➢ Inscribed by Mahesh Bhatta and composed by Atri and Mahesh. 

➢ It belongs to Rana Kumbha. 

➢ It has been engraved on the Kirti Stambha at the Chittorgarh fort in 

Sanskrit. 

➢ Maharana Kumbha has been called ‘Maharajadhiraj’, ‘Abhinav 
Bharatacharya’, ‘Hindu Surtana’, ‘Rairayan’ ‘ Rano Raso Chhapguru’, 
‘Danguru’, ‘Rajguru’ and ‘Shailguru’, etc. 

➢ It records the construction of Vijya Stambha to celebrate the victory of 

Rana Kumbha over the combined armies of Malwa and Gujarat. 

Ranakpur 

Prashasti (Pali, 

1439 AD) 

➢ It was engraved in the Jain Chaumukha temple of Ranakpur. 

➢ Engraved by - Depak 

➢ Language- Sanskrit and Nagri. 

➢ Information about the dynasty of Mewar and Dharanak Seth. 

➢ Bappa and Kalbhoj are described as different persons. 

➢ Guhils are said to be the sons of Bappa Rawal. 

Shringi Rishi 

Inscription 

(Udaipur, 1428 

AD) 

➢ In Sanskrit language. 

➢ It mentions rulers from Hammir to Mokal. 

➢ It records the construction of the pond by Mokal and his lineage. 

➢ It is composed by Kaviraj Vani Vilas Yogeshwar 

➢ Engraved by Fanna. 

1.1 Other Inscriptions and Prashastis  

Name Place Era Description 

Barli 

inscription 

Ajmer (From 

ghilot mata 

temple) 

2nd century 

BC 

➢ It was excavated by Gaurishankar Ojha. 

➢ It is the oldest inscription in Rajasthan. 

➢ It is written using Brahmi script. 

➢ Currently, it has been placed in the Ajmer 

Museum. 

Badva Yupa 

Inscription 

Kota (Badva 

village) 

238-39 AD ➢ It is written in Sanskrit and using Brahmi script. 

➢ The oldest and first inscription of the 

Maukhari kings. 

➢ It has been engraved on three Yupas (pillar). 

Bhramarmata 

inscription 

Chittorgarh 490 AD ➢ It mentions the Gaur and Aulikara rulers. 

➢ It was composed by Brahmsom, son of 

Mitrasom  

➢ Written by Poorva. 

➢ It mentions the term ‘Rajputra’. 
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Dastur 

Komwar 

Inscription 

Jaipur  ➢ It is one of the significant inscriptions of 

Jaipur State. 

➢ It records the socioeconomic, political and 

religious status of Jaipur state. 

Kansua 

Inscription 

Kota 738 AD ➢ It mentions the Mauryan king Dhavala 

(probably the last Maurya ruler of Rajasthan) 

Gwalior 

Prashasti 

 880 AD ➢ It is inscribed by Mihir Bhoj / Bhika I. 

➢ It is written by Baladitya, son of 

Bhattadhanik  

➢ In Sanskrit using Brahmi Script. 

➢ The genealogies and achievements of the 

Gurjara Pratiharas are mentioned. 

Achleshwar 

Inscription 

Abu  ➢ It mentions the origin of the man from the 

sacrificial fire pit. 

➢ Dhoomraja is considered the primordial or 

ancestral figure of the Parmaras. 

Luna Vasahi 

Inscription 

Abu - 

Delwara 

1230 AD ➢ Language - Sanskrit 

➢ It describes the dynasty of the Parmar rulers 

of Abu and Vastupal Tejpal. 

➢ Neminath Prashasti describes the ruler of 

Abu, Dharavarsha. 

Neminath 

Inscription 

Abu 1230 A ➢ Composed by Someshvardev (Shubhchandra)  

➢ Creator of Surathotsav (Shubhchandra) 

➢ It was excavated by Sutradhar Chandeshwar.  

Chaksu 

inscription 

Jaipur 813 AD ➢ There is a description of Guhil dynasty’s 

Bharatrabhatta and his descendants. 

➢ Excavated by  Deia 

Buchkala 

Inscription 

Jodhpur 815 AD ➢ There is mention of Nagabhatadeva 

Pratihara, son of Vatsaraj. 

➢ Excavated by – Dei 

Rajorgarh 

Inscription 

Alwar 960 AD ➢ Mathandev Pratihara 
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2. Coins 

➢ First of all, the Chauhan dynasty of Rajasthan issued currencies. 

✓ Copper coins - Drumm and vishopaka 

✓ Silver coins - rupak 

✓ Gold coins – dinar 

➢ Coins prevalent in Mewar – 

✓ Copper coins- Dhingla, Bhiladi. Trishulia, Bhindiriya, Nathdwariya. 

✓ Silver coins- Dramma, Rupak. 

➢ Akbar issued the Elchi coins in Rajasthan(After chhitor victory). 

✓ Akbar gave permission to open a first mint in Amer. 

➢ Kaldar (silver) was the most famous currency issued during the British rule. 

Important facts 

➢ In 1893, William Wilfrid Webb wrote a book titled "The Currency of the Hindu State of 

Rajputana" on the subject of coins of the princely states of the then Rajputana. 

➢ The excavation of Raidh (Tonk) has yielded 3075 silver punchmark coins which are the oldest 

coins of India.These coins were called dharana or pana.Time period 600 B.C -200B.C. 

➢ Kushana period coins have been found from Rang mahal (Hanumangarh). 

➢ Many coins have also been found from Bairath civilization (kotputli- baharod), out of which 

16 coins belong to the famous Greek ruler Menander.  

➢ Indo-Sasani coins  (criculated in the 10th -11th century) have been identified by Indians 

Gadhiya which were made of silver and  copper metal. 

➢ The Swaroopshahi of Mewar and the Alamshahi coins  of Marwar were of British influence 

on which "Aurang Aram Hind and Englishtan Queen Victoria" was  written. 

➢ In Rajasthan, , Kaldar  challan was issued  for the first time in 1900 AD in place of local 

coins. 

2.1 Ancient coins of Rajasthan 
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3. Copper plates 

3.1 Major copper plate of Rajasthan 

Copper plates Era Description 

Dhulev copper 

plates  

679 AD ➢ The king of Kishkindha (Kalyanpur), Bheti, is mentioned as 

having granted the village of Ubbarak to the Brahmin named 

Bhattinag. 

Virpur 

donation 

plates  

1185 AD ➢ In this, there is a mention of giving land by the feudal of 

Chalukya king Bhimdev of Gujarat, Guhil dynasty king 

Amritpaldev of Vagad on Suryaparva. 

Ahar copper 

plate  

1206 AD ➢ It belongs to the Solanki king Bhimdev (II) of Gujarat. 

➢ The geneology of Solanki kings from Mulraj to Bhimdev II 

of Gujarat has been given. 

➢ It is proved that the Chalukyas of Gujarat ruled Mewar. 

➢ It also shows that during the time of Bhimdev, Gujarat 

dominated Mewar. 
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Cheekli 

copper Plate  

1483 AD ➢ Information about miscellaneous ‘lag-baag' collected from 

farmers. 

➢ Description of farming by Patel, Suthar and Brahmins. 

➢ Engraved in Wagdi language. 

Dhol Copper 

plate  

1574 AD ➢ It dates back to the time of Maharana Pratap when he 

managed the military post of a village called Dhol and gave 

a land grant at Dhol to his administrator Joshi Puno. 

Pur copper 

plate 

1535 AD ➢ Information about the land grant given by Hadi Queen 

Karmavati while entering Jauhar.  

➢ Information about Bahadurshah attacking chhitor. 

Koghakhedi 

(Mewar) 

copper plate 

1713 AD ➢ The mention of the village of Koghakhedi which was given 

by Maharana Sangram Singh II to Dinkar Bhatt in 

Hiranyashavadan. 

Lava village 

copper plate 

1558 AD Maharana Udai Singh ordered not to collect ‘Maapa’ tax on the 
occasion of marriage of girls. This copper plate confirms the 

date of Maharana’s arrival at Eklingji and the establishment of 
Udaipur in Samvat 1616. 

3.2 Archives 

A vast collection of ancient inscriptions is preserved in the State Archives of Rajasthan, Bikaner, 

and several records related to Rajasthan are also available in the National Archives, New Delhi. 

The following books are stored in the State Archives, Bikaner. 

➢ Hakikat Bahi - Mention of the daily routine of the king 

➢ Hukumat Bahi - Replication/copy of the orders of the king 

➢ Kamthana Bahi - Information related to buildings and fortification 

➢ Kharita Bahi - Description of Correspondences 

4. Literary sources 
➢ Historical information about Rajasthan is mentioned in Rasa, Raso, Vachnika, Davaait, Prakash, 

Veli, Khyat, and other Rajasthani literature. 

5. Other Antiquities 
➢ In Mahabharata, there is a mention of Matsya district (Alwar, Bharatpur and Jaipur) whose 

capital was Virat Nagar.  

✓ Skandapurana - gives a list of Indian states which includes some of the states of Rajasthan 

- Shakambhara Sapadalaksha; Mewar Sapdalaksha; Tomar Sapadalaksha: Vaguri (beded); 

Virat (Bairat); and bhadr. 

➢ The Chinese traveler Yuan Chwang - mentioned a place called Po-li-ye-ta-lo which is considered 

equivalent to Virat or Bairath (Jaipur district). 
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Human history is divided into three periods: 

1. Prehistoric Age 

2. Early Age 

3. Historical Age 

1. Prehistoric Age 

The Prehistoric Age refers to the period when humans had not yet invented writing. Information 

about this era is derived from physical evidence such as tools, cave paintings, skeletons, and other 

archaeological findings, rather than written records. This is the earliest period in human history, 

during which humans gradually developed their way of life. 

Periods of the Prehistoric Age 

1. Stone Age 

✓ In this period, humans used stone tools. 

✓ The Stone Age is divided into three sub-periods:  

▪ Paleolithic Age: Humans were hunters and gatherers. 

▪ Mesolithic Age: The beginnings of agriculture and animal husbandry. 

▪ Neolithic Age: Development of permanent settlements and agriculture. 

2. Copper Age 

✓ Humans began to use copper during this period. 

✓ Copper tools and weapons were developed. 

3. Bronze Age 

✓ The use of bronze, an alloy of copper and tin, became widespread. 

✓ The Harappan Civilization is an example of this period. 
 

Palaeolithic Age in Rajasthan (500000 BC - 10000 BC) 

➢ During this period man used stone tools and he did not have knowledge of the art of smelting 

metals and making tools. 

➢ Important excavators of this period – 
✓ Virendranath Mishra 

✓ R.C. Agarwal 

✓ Dr. Vijay Kumar 

✓ Harishchandra Mishra 

➢ The Paleolithic age is divided into 3 sub-eras- 

 

CHAPTER 

Pre and Proto-Historic Age of 

Rajasthan  

2
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1.1  Lower Paleolithic Age (5,00,000 BC - 50,000 BC) 

➢ Mainly concentrated in the east of the Aravalli. 

➢ In 1870, C.A. Hackett discovered the first Paleolithic hand-axes made of stone at Jaipur and 

Indargarh. 

➢ Setankar discovered Paleolithic tools from Jhalawar, and B. Alchin found early Paleolithic tools 

from Jalore. 

➢ Lower Paleolithic sites of Rajasthan - Mandapia, Bingod, Deoli, Nathdwara, Bhainsrodgarh and 

Navghat. 

➢ Mandapiya located on the bank of river Banas in Bhilwara was discovered by V.N. Mishra. 

1.2 Middle Paleolithic (50,000 BC - 20,000 BC) 

➢ Middle Palaeolithic sites in Rajasthan - Luni Valley east of Aravali, Pali and Jodhpur Mogra, 

Nagari, Baridhani, Samdari, Luni, Dhundara, Sri Krishnapura, Golio, Hundgaon, Bhavi, Pichak etc. 

➢ Middle Paleolithic tools have been found in the Wagan and Kandamali river valleys of the Banas-

Bedach river system in Chittorgarh district and the Chambal river valley in Kota. 

1.3 Upper Paleolithic (20,000 BC - 10,000 BC) 

➢ The earliest form of art by humans dates back to the Upper Paleolithic period in the form of 

rock paintings (Bhimbetka) . 

➢ A large number of rock paintings have been discovered in regions such as Jaipur, Alwar, Kota, 

Jhalawar, Bharatpur, and Chittorgarh. 

➢ The rock paintings in Viratnagar (Jaipur) are so abundant that archaeologists refer to it as an 

"ancient art gallery." 

➢ Natural caves and rock shelters were found in Viratnagar, and in Bharatpur district, there are 

rock shelters at a place called 'Dar' where images of tigers, deer, and humans are painted, 

representing the earliest forms of Paleolithic human art. 

➢ Upper Palaeolithic sites in Rajasthan – the tools and remains of the upper stone age have 

been found mainly from many places like  Chambal, Bhainsrodgarh, Navaghat, Hamirgarh, 

Jahazpur, Deoli and Gilund on the banks of Banas ,and Pali, Samdari, Shikarpur, Sojat, Pipad, 

Khivsar on the banks of Luni river, Bharni in Tonk on the banks of Banas River etc.. 

1.4 Mesolithic Age in Rajasthan (50,000 BCE – 20,000 BCE) 

Bagore 

Mesolithic site, Situated on the banks of river Kothari near Bhilwara in the form of a large sand 

dune which is called Mahasati.First excavation - in 1967 by V N Mishra and Dr L S Leshnik.The 

needle with holes is important among the copper instruments obtained from Bagor and  earliest 

evidence of animal husbandry also found from this site.It is one of the richest microlithic sites in 

India from the point of view of industry. 
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➢ Mesolithic sites have been specially discovered in 2 areas of Rajasthan - 

✓ South-East Rajasthan (Mewar) 

✓ Lower Luni Basin in Western Rajasthan 

➢ Major sites - 

✓ Bagore , Tilwara, Nimbahera, Mandapida 

➢ Apart from this, Mesolithic tools have been found from Bedach River of Chittor and Viratnagar. 

➢ These small stone tools are called microliths.  

✓ Scraper  

✓ Point 

Neolithic Ages in Rajasthan 

Neolithic tools have been found from Ajmer, Nagaur, Sikar, Jhunjhunu, Jaipur, Udaipur, Chittor, 

Jodhpur, among which Bagor in Bhilwara and Tilwara in Marwar are important. 

➢ Remains in Rajasthan - Hammirgarh on the bank of river Banas, Jahazpur (Bhilwara), Samdari 

(Barmer) on the bank of river Luni and Bharani (Tonk). 

Artifacts found from Tilwada:Five habitation sites, Slate and red-colored pottery made on a 

wheel, A fire pit (with human bone ashes and animal bones, indicating hunting activities). 

Chalcolithic cultures  

copper age civilization 

1.5 Ahar Civilization (Udaipur)  

➢ In ancient inscriptions, Ahar is mentioned as "Tamravati". 

➢ In the 10th and 11th centuries, it was called "Aghatpur/Aghat Durg" or "Dhulkot" or "Tamravati 

Nagari", & "Tambavali".  

➢ It is situated on the bank of river Bedach.It is also known as Banas Civilization because it is 

located in the Banas River region [Banas, Bedach, Gambhiri and Kothari] because many sites 

of Ahar Civilization are present in the flow area of this river like Gilund, Ojhiyana, Balathal, 

Pachhamta, Bhagwanpura, Rojdi etc. 

➢ Period – Existed from 1900 BC to 1200 BC  

➢ First excavation work - in 1953 under the chairmanship of Akshay Kirti Vyas.    

Other Excavators – RC Agarwal (Ratanchandra Agrawal) in 1956 ,followed by H.D. (Hansmukh 

Dhirajlal) Sankalia in 1961-62, with participation from Shri P.L. Chakravarty on behalf of the 

Rajasthan administration. During 1961-62, Deccan College, Pune, and the University of Melbourne, 

Australia, also carried out excavations at Ahar. 

➢ Ahar was a rural civilization, and its people were familiar with copper, iron, tin, and gold. 
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