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Physical Education and Adapted 
Physical Education 

Introduction 

These topics are foundational for understanding 

the objectives, scope, and inclusive nature of 

physical education, which are critical for 

candidates aspiring to qualify for the Junior 

Research Fellowship (JRF) or Assistant 

Professorship in India’s highest-level objective 

exams. Physical education promotes holistic 

development—physical, mental, emotional, and 

social—while adapted physical education 

ensures inclusivity by catering to individuals 

with disabilities. This comprehensive note aims 

to provide an exhaustive, self-sufficient, and 

reliable resource, ensuring no question in the 

UGC NET exam exceeds its scope.  

Physical Education: Definition, 
Scope, and Objectives 
Definition of Physical Education 

Physical education is a structured, sequential 

instructional program that uses physical 

activities to promote the physical, mental, 

emotional, and social development of 

individuals. It is an integral part of the 

education system, aiming to develop physically 

competent, knowledgeable, and socially 

responsible citizens. According to Charles A. 

Bucher, “Physical education is an integral part of 

the total education process, aiming to develop 

physically, mentally, emotionally, and socially fit 

citizens through physical activity.” Similarly, J.P. 

Thomas defines PE as “education through 

movement,” emphasizing its role in holistic 

development. 

In the Indian context, physical education 

encompasses school-based programs, sports 

training, and community fitness initiatives, 

aligned with national policies like Khelo India 

and Fit India Movement. It integrates traditional 

activities like yoga and indigenous games (e.g., 

kho-kho, kabaddi) with modern sports, 

reflecting India’s diverse cultural heritage. 

Scope of Physical Education 

The scope of physical education is vast, 

encompassing multiple dimensions of human 

development: 

• Physical Development: Enhances motor 

skills, strength, endurance, flexibility, and 

cardiovascular fitness through activities like 

running, swimming, and strength training. 

• Cognitive Development: Promotes 

understanding of movement principles, 

anatomy, physiology, and game strategies, 

fostering critical thinking. 

• Affective Development: Builds emotional 

resilience, self-esteem, and motivation 

through team sports and cooperative 

activities. 

• Social Development: Encourages teamwork, 

leadership, communication, and respect for 

diversity, aligning with sports as a socializing 

agency. 

Applications: 

• School Curriculum: PE is mandatory in 

Indian schools under CBSE and state boards, 

focusing on fitness, skill development, and 

health education. 

• Sports Training: PE provides the foundation for 

competitive sports, nurtured by institutions like 

the Sports Authority of India (SAI). 

• Community Health: PE promotes lifelong 

physical activity through recreational 

programs and wellness initiatives. 

• Career Opportunities: Includes roles like PE 

teachers, coaches, sports administrators, 

and fitness trainers. 

UNIT 
 

Foundations and Philosophy of 
Physical Education 
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Table 1.1: Scope of Physical Education 

Dimension Focus Area Example Activities 

Physical Development Fitness and motor skills Aerobics, gymnastics, athletics 

Cognitive Development Knowledge of movement and health Learning rules, analyzing performance 

Affective Development Emotional and motivational growth Team-building games, goal setting 

Social Development Teamwork, leadership, and cultural 

respect 

Volleyball, cultural sports festivals 

 

Objectives of Physical Education 

The objectives of PE are aligned with holistic 

education, ensuring comprehensive 

development: 

• Physical Fitness: Develops health-related 

fitness components (strength, endurance, 

flexibility, cardiovascular fitness) and skill-

related components (speed, agility, 

coordination). 

• Motor Skill Development: Enhances 

fundamental movement skills (e.g., running, 

jumping) and sport-specific skills (e.g., 

dribbling in basketball). 

• Cognitive Understanding: Fosters 

knowledge of anatomy, physiology, 

biomechanics, and sports psychology to 

improve performance and health. 

• Social and Emotional Growth: Promotes 

teamwork, leadership, self-confidence, and 

emotional resilience through group 

activities. 

• Lifelong Physical Activity: Encourages habits 

for sustained health and wellness, reducing 

the risk of lifestyle diseases like obesity and 

diabetes. 

Indian Context: 

• The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 

emphasizes PE as a core subject to promote 

health and fitness. 

• Programs like Khelo India aim to identify 

talent and promote sports, aligning with 

PE’s objectives. 

• Yoga, recognized globally through 

International Yoga Day, is integrated into PE 

to enhance physical and mental well-being. 

Importance of Physical Education 

PE is vital in modern education systems due to 

its multifaceted benefits: 

• Health Benefits: Combats obesity, 

cardiovascular diseases, and sedentary 

lifestyle issues, critical in India where NCDs 

(non-communicable diseases) account for 

60% of deaths (WHO, 2023). 

• Academic Performance: Enhances cognitive 

function, memory, and concentration, 

supported by studies showing a positive 

correlation between physical activity and 

academic outcomes. 

• Social Skills: Builds teamwork, leadership, 

and conflict resolution, fostering social 

cohesion in diverse societies like India. 

• Mental Health: Reduces stress, anxiety, and 

depression through endorphin release 

during physical activity. 

• Cultural Preservation: Promotes traditional 

games like kabaddi, preserving India’s 

cultural heritage. 

Challenges: 

• Infrastructure: Limited facilities in rural 

schools hinder PE implementation. 

• Teacher Training: Shortage of qualified PE 

instructors, despite efforts by NIS Patiala. 

• Curriculum Priority: Academic subjects 

often overshadow PE in schools. 

• Funding: Insufficient budget allocation for 

sports and PE programs. 

Solutions: 

• Government initiatives like Khelo India and Fit 

India Movement to improve infrastructure. 

• Teacher training programs through SAI and 

universities. 

• Advocacy for PE’s inclusion in NEP 2020 

implementation. 
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Adapted Physical Education: 
Principles and Practices 
Definition of Adapted Physical Education 

Adapted Physical Education is a specialized 

program designed to meet the unique needs of 

individuals with disabilities, ensuring they can 

participate in physical activities safely and 

effectively. It modifies activities, equipment, 

and teaching methods to accommodate 

physical, sensory, or cognitive impairments, 

promoting inclusion and holistic development. 

According to Dunn and Leitschuh (2010), “APE is a 

diversified program of developmental activities, 

games, sports, and rhythms suited to the 

interests, capacities, and limitations of students 

with disabilities.” In India, APE aligns with the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 

2016, which mandates inclusive education. 

Objectives of Adapted Physical Education 

APE shares the broader objectives of PE but 

tailors them to individuals with disabilities: 

• Inclusion: Ensures equal participation 

opportunities in physical activities. 

• Skill Development: Enhances motor skills 

within individual capabilities (e.g., 

wheelchair basketball for mobility 

impairments). 

• Social Integration: Promotes interaction 

with peers, reducing social isolation. 

• Health and Fitness: Improves physical well-

being, addressing disability-specific health 

challenges. 

• Self-Esteem: Builds confidence through 

achievable physical tasks. 

Table 1.2: Objectives of Adapted Physical Education 

Objective Description Example Activity 

Inclusion Equal participation opportunities Modified games for all students 

Skill Development Enhances motor skills within capabilities Wheelchair sports, adaptive yoga 

Social Integration Encourages peer interaction Team-based activities 

Health and Fitness Improves physical well-being Low-impact exercises 

Self-Esteem Builds confidence through achievements Goal-oriented tasks 
 

Principles of Adapted Physical Education 

APE is guided by principles ensuring effective 

and inclusive implementation: 

• Individualization: Programs are tailored to 

the student’s specific abilities, needs, and 

goals, based on assessments like the 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 

• Safety: Activities are designed to minimize 

risks, using adaptive equipment (e.g., soft 

balls, ramps). 

• Progression: Tasks increase in complexity 

gradually to match skill development. 

• Inclusion: Students with disabilities are 

integrated into mainstream PE classes 

wherever possible, following the “least 

restrictive environment” principle. 

• Collaboration: Involves teachers, therapists, 

and parents to create holistic programs. 

Indian Context: 

• The RPWD Act, 2016, mandates accessible 

education, including PE, for persons with 

disabilities. 

• Organizations like the Special Olympics 

Bharat promote APE through events like 

unified sports. 

• Challenges include limited trained APE 

teachers and inadequate adaptive equipment. 

Practical Applications of APE 

APE modifies activities to suit various 

disabilities: 

• Physical Disabilities: Use wheelchairs, 

crutches, or prosthetics in sports like 

wheelchair basketball or adaptive athletics. 

• Visual Impairments: Employ auditory cues 

(e.g., beeping balls) or tactile guides for 

activities like goalball. 
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• Hearing Impairments: Use visual signals or 

sign language for instructions in games like 

volleyball. 

• Cognitive Disabilities: Simplify rules and use 

repetitive drills for activities like relay races. 

• Autism Spectrum Disorder: Provide 

structured, sensory-friendly activities like 

swimming. 

Examples of Modifications: 

• Equipment: Larger, softer balls for easier 

gripping; lightweight rackets for reduced 

strain. 

• Environment: Ramps for wheelchair access; 

non-slip surfaces for safety. 

• Rules: Shorter game durations; fewer 

players to reduce complexity. 

• Teaching Methods: Visual demonstrations, 

peer assistance, or one-on-one coaching. 

Case Study: The Special Olympics Bharat’s 

Unified Sports program pairs athletes with and 

without disabilities in team sports like football, 

promoting inclusion and social integration. In 

2023, India hosted over 10,000 athletes in such 

events, showcasing APE’s impact. 

Importance of APE 

APE is critical for: 

• Inclusivity: Ensures no student is excluded 

from PE, aligning with India’s commitment 

to inclusive education (NEP 2020, RPWD 

Act). 

• Holistic Development: Addresses physical, 

social, and emotional needs of students 

with disabilities. 

• Health Equity: Reduces health disparities by 

promoting fitness among disabled 

populations. 

• Social Awareness: Fosters empathy and 

understanding among non-disabled peers. 

Challenges: 

• Teacher Training: Few institutions offer 

specialized APE training in India. 

• Resources: Limited access to adaptive 

equipment and accessible facilities. 

• Awareness: Low awareness among 

educators and parents about APE’s benefits. 

Solutions: 

• Integrate APE into B.P.Ed. and M.P.Ed. curricula. 

• Government funding for adaptive 

equipment under Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. 

• Workshops by NGOs like Special Olympics 

Bharat to train teachers. 

Sample PYQs: 

2022: 

Q: Which of the following is NOT an objective 

of physical education? 

 A) Physical fitness 

 B) Academic excellence 

 C) Motor skill development 

 D) Social skills 

Answer: B) Academic excellence 

Explanation: PE indirectly supports academics 

but focuses on physical, motor, cognitive, and 

social development. 

2023: 

Q: What is the primary purpose of adapted 

physical education? 

 A) Competitive sports training 

 B) Inclusive physical activity 

 C) Academic improvement 

 D) Cultural preservation 

Answer: B) Inclusive physical activity 

Explanation: APE ensures individuals with 

disabilities can participate in PE, promoting 

inclusion. 

2021: 

Q: Which principle of APE emphasizes tailoring 

programs to individual needs? 

 A) Safety 

 B) Inclusion 

 C) Individualization 

 D) Progression 

Answer: C) Individualization 

Explanation: Individualization involves 

customizing activities based on a student’s 

abilities and needs. 

Key Policies and Initiatives in India 

• National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: 

Mandates PE as a core subject, emphasizing 

health, fitness, and inclusivity. It promotes 

yoga and traditional games to preserve 

cultural heritage. 
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• Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) 

Act, 2016: Ensures accessible education, 

including PE, for persons with disabilities, 

mandating reasonable accommodations. 

• Khelo India: A government initiative to promote 

sports and PE, providing infrastructure and 

talent identification programs. It supports APE 

through inclusive sports events. 

• Fit India Movement: Launched in 2019, it 

promotes fitness through school-based PE 

programs, encouraging lifelong physical 

activity. 

• Special Olympics Bharat: Organizes 

inclusive sports events, training teachers 

and athletes in APE principles. 

Table 1.3: Key Policies Supporting PE and APE 

Policy/Initiative Objective Impact on PE/APE 

NEP 2020 Promote holistic education Mandates PE, emphasizes inclusivity 

RPWD Act, 2016 Ensure inclusive education Mandates accessible PE for disabled students 

Khelo India Develop sports ecosystem Funds infrastructure, supports APE events 

Fit India Movement Promote nationwide fitness Encourages school-based PE programs 

Special Olympics Bharat Inclusive sports for disabled Trains teachers, organizes unified sports 

Table 1.4: Common APE Modifications 

Disability Type Modification Example Activity Example 

Physical Disability Wheelchair-accessible equipment Wheelchair basketball 

Visual Impairment Beeping balls, auditory cues Goalball 

Hearing Impairment Visual signals, sign language Volleyball with visual cues 

Cognitive Disability Simplified rules, repetitive drills Relay races with clear instructions 

Autism Spectrum Disorder Sensory-friendly, structured activities Swimming in calm environments 
 

Conclusion 

Physical education and adapted physical education 

are pivotal components of Unit-I, reflecting their 

significance in promoting holistic development and 

inclusivity. PE fosters physical fitness, motor skills, 

cognitive understanding, social growth, and 

lifelong activity, while APE ensures these benefits 

are accessible to individuals with disabilities. By 

integrating theoretical frameworks, practical 

applications, and policy insights, these notes 

provide a comprehensive resource for UGC NET 

preparation.  

Philosophies of Education as 
Applied to Physical Education 
Introduction 

The philosophies of education provide the 

theoretical underpinnings for the design, 

implementation, and evaluation of physical 

education (PE) programs. For the UGC NET 

Physical Education syllabus (Code No. 47, Unit-I), 

understanding how educational philosophies — 

such as Idealism, Realism, Pragmatism, 

Naturalism, and Existentialism — shape PE is 

crucial for candidates preparing for India’s 

highest-level objective exams, including the 

Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) and Assistant 

Professorship. These philosophies influence 

pedagogical approaches, curriculum 

development, teaching methods, and the overall 

objectives of PE, ensuring alignment with 

broader educational goals. This comprehensive 

note aims to deliver an exhaustive, self-

sufficient, and reliable resource, ensuring no 

question in the UGC NET exam exceeds its scope.  

Philosophies of Education: Overview 
Definition and Importance of Educational 

Philosophies 

Educational philosophies are systematic beliefs 

about the nature of knowledge, learning, and 

human development, guiding educators in 

shaping teaching practices and curricula. In 

physical education, these philosophies 

determine the purpose of PE (e.g., fitness, 

5



  
  

 
  

character development, or skill acquisition), the 

role of the teacher (e.g., guide or authority), 

and the nature of the learner (e.g., active 

participant or recipient of knowledge). They 

provide a framework for addressing questions 

like: Why teach PE? What should be taught? 

How should it be taught? 

Importance in Physical Education: 

• Curriculum Design: Philosophies influence 

the selection of activities (e.g., competitive 

sports vs. cooperative games). 

• Teaching Methods: They shape instructional 

strategies (e.g., teacher-centered vs. 

student-centered approaches). 

• Learner Outcomes: They define expected 

outcomes, such as physical fitness, moral 

development, or self-expression. 

• Cultural Relevance: In India, philosophies 

align PE with national goals like health, 

inclusivity, and cultural preservation (e.g., 

yoga in the National Education Policy 2020). 

Major Educational Philosophies 

The five major educational philosophies 

relevant to PE are Idealism, Realism, 

Pragmatism, Naturalism, and Existentialism. 

Each offers unique perspectives on the purpose, 

content, and methods of PE, with implications 

for curriculum development and pedagogy. 

Table 2.1: Overview of Educational Philosophies 

Philosophy Core Belief Focus in PE Key Proponents 

Idealism Reality is rooted in ideas and 

the mind 

Moral and character 

development 

Plato, Immanuel Kant 

Realism Reality exists independently of 

the mind 

Scientific and physical 

training 

Aristotle, John Locke 

Pragmatism Truth is determined by 

practical consequences 

Experiential and problem-

based learning 

John Dewey, William 

James 

Naturalism Nature is the source of truth 

and learning 

Natural movement and 

outdoor activities 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

Existentialism Individuals create their own 

meaning 

Self-expression and 

personal growth 

Jean-Paul Sartre, Søren 

Kierkegaard 
 

Idealism in Physical Education 
Core Principles of Idealism 

Idealism posits that reality is rooted in the 

mind, and ideas or spiritual truths are the 

ultimate reality. In education, Idealism 

emphasizes the development of the mind, 

moral character, and universal values. Key 

principles include: 

• Primacy of Ideas: Knowledge is derived from 

eternal truths, not sensory experiences. 

• Moral Development: Education should 

cultivate virtues like discipline, courage, and 

cooperation. 

• Teacher’s Role: The teacher is a moral 

guide, inspiring students to pursue higher 

ideals. 

• Holistic Growth: Education develops the 

whole person—mind, body, and spirit. 

Proponents: Plato (The Republic), who 

emphasized the harmony of body and soul, and 

Immanuel Kant, who stressed moral education 

through disciplined activities. 

Application in Physical Education 

In PE, Idealism views physical activity as a 

means to develop moral character, discipline, 

and spiritual growth. The body is seen as a tool 

to serve the mind and soul, aligning with Plato’s 

concept of a “sound mind in a sound body” 

(mens sana in corpore sano). 

Key Features in PE: 

• Character Building: Activities like team sports 

(e.g., cricket, hockey) foster virtues such as 

teamwork, honesty, and perseverance. 

• Discipline: Structured drills and routines 

(e.g., gymnastics, marching) instill self-

control and order. 
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• Moral Education: PE teaches ethical 

behavior, such as fair play and respect for 

opponents. 

• Holistic Approach: Combines physical 

training with intellectual and moral lessons 

(e.g., discussing sportsmanship after a 

game). 

Indian Context: 

• Idealism resonates with India’s cultural 

emphasis on yoga and meditation, which 

integrate physical and spiritual growth. 

• Institutions like the Ramakrishna Mission 

promote PE as a tool for character 

development, reflecting Swami 

Vivekananda’s philosophy of “strength is 

life, weakness is death.” 

• The National Cadet Corps (NCC) 

incorporates Idealist principles through 

disciplined physical training to build 

leadership and patriotism. 

Examples of Activities: 

• Team Sports: Cricket matches to teach 

cooperation and fair play. 

• Yoga: Asanas and pranayama to harmonize 

body and mind. 

• Drill Exercises: Marching to develop 

discipline and coordination. 

Strengths: 

• Promotes ethical behavior and lifelong 

values. 

• Aligns with cultural practices like yoga, 

widely integrated into Indian schools. 

• Encourages holistic development, balancing 

physical and moral growth. 

Limitations: 

• Overemphasis on moral ideals may neglect 

practical skills or competitive performance. 

• Teacher-centered approach may limit 

student autonomy. 

• May not appeal to students focused on 

recreational or fitness-oriented PE. 

Realism in Physical Education 
Core Principles of Realism 

Realism asserts that reality exists independently 

of the mind, grounded in the physical world and 

governed by natural laws. In education, Realism 

emphasizes objective knowledge, scientific 

methods, and practical skills. Key principles 

include: 

• Objective Reality: Knowledge is derived from 

sensory experiences and scientific inquiry. 

• Practical Learning: Education should 

prepare students for real-world challenges. 

• Teacher’s Role: The teacher imparts factual 

knowledge and skills through structured 

instruction. 

• Physical Training: The body is a biological 

entity, trainable through scientific methods. 

Proponents: Aristotle, who advocated balanced 

physical and intellectual education, and John 

Locke, who emphasized physical training for 

health and survival. 

Application in Physical Education 

In PE, Realism focuses on scientific training to 

enhance physical fitness, motor skills, and 

health, using evidence-based methods. It views 

the body as a machine that can be optimized 

through systematic exercise and biomechanical 

principles. 

Key Features in PE: 

• Scientific Approach: Training programs are 

based on physiology, biomechanics, and 

kinesiology (e.g., periodized strength 

training). 

• Physical Fitness: Emphasis on measurable 

outcomes like strength, endurance, and 

flexibility. 

• Skill Development: Structured drills to 

master sport-specific skills (e.g., soccer 

passing techniques). 

• Health Education: Teaches anatomy, 

nutrition, and injury prevention to promote 

lifelong health. 

Indian Context: 

• Realism aligns with modern PE programs in 

India, such as those under the Sports 

Authority of India (SAI), which use scientific 

training for athletes. 
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• The National Institute of Sports (NIS) Patiala 

emphasizes biomechanics and physiology in 

coach training. 

• CBSE schools incorporate health education 

in PE, teaching topics like balanced diets and 

exercise physiology. 

Examples of Activities: 

• Strength Training: Weightlifting programs 

based on progressive overload principles. 

• Aerobic Exercises: Running or cycling to 

improve cardiovascular fitness. 

• Skill Drills: Basketball shooting drills to 

enhance accuracy and technique. 

Strengths: 

• Provides measurable outcomes, ideal for 

competitive sports and fitness goals. 

• Aligns with scientific advancements in 

sports training. 

• Prepares students for practical health 

challenges, addressing issues like obesity. 

Limitations: 

• May prioritize physical performance over 

emotional or social development. 

• Rigid, teacher-centered methods may stifle 

creativity. 

• Overemphasis on science may neglect 

cultural or recreational aspects of PE. 

Table 2.2: Realism vs. Idealism in PE 

Aspect Idealism Realism 

Focus Moral and spiritual growth Physical fitness and skill mastery 

Teaching Method Teacher as moral guide Teacher as scientific instructor 

Activities Yoga, team sports for character Strength training, skill drills 

Outcome Ethical behavior, discipline Measurable fitness and skills 
 

Pragmatism in Physical Education 
Core Principles of Pragmatism 

Pragmatism holds that truth is determined by 

practical consequences, emphasizing experiential 

learning and adaptability. In education, 

Pragmatism focuses on problem-solving, 

collaboration, and real-world applications.  

Key principles include: 

• Experience-Based Learning: Knowledge is 

gained through doing and experimenting. 

• Student-Centered: Education adapts to 

students’ interests and needs. 

• Teacher’s Role: The teacher is a facilitator, 

guiding students through inquiry. 

• Social Learning: Emphasizes collaboration 

and democratic values. 

Proponents: John Dewey, who advocated 

“learning by doing,” and William James, who 

emphasized practical outcomes. 

Application in Physical Education 

In PE, Pragmatism promotes experiential learning 

through activities that encourage problem-

solving, creativity, and social interaction. It views 

PE as a dynamic process, adapting to students’ 

needs and societal changes. 

Key Features in PE: 

• Experiential Learning: Students learn 

through active participation (e.g., designing 

a game strategy). 

• Problem-Solving: Activities like adventure 

sports (e.g., rock climbing) teach decision-

making. 

• Student-Centered: Programs are tailored to 

students’ interests (e.g., choosing between 

dance or soccer). 

• Social Skills: Cooperative games foster 

teamwork and communication. 

Indian Context: 

• Pragmatism aligns with the NEP 2020’s 

emphasis on experiential learning and 

student choice in PE. 

• Programs like Khelo India encourage 

grassroots participation, allowing students 

to explore diverse sports. 

• Schools incorporate cooperative games and 

adventure activities to promote social and 

cognitive skills. 
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Examples of Activities: 

• Adventure Sports: Trekking to teach 

problem-solving and resilience. 

• Cooperative Games: Trust falls or group 

challenges to build teamwork. 

• Project-Based PE: Students design fitness 

plans or organize sports events. 

Strengths: 

• Encourages creativity and student engagement. 

• Adapts to diverse learner needs and interests. 

• Prepares students for real-world challenges 

through practical skills. 

Limitations: 

• Lack of structure may lead to inconsistent 

outcomes. 

• Overemphasis on student choice may 

neglect foundational skills. 

• Requires skilled teachers to facilitate 

experiential learning effectively. 

Naturalism in Physical Education 
Core Principles of Naturalism 

Naturalism asserts that nature is the source of 

truth and learning, emphasizing natural 

instincts, physical freedom, and environmental 

interaction. In education, Naturalism promotes 

learning through natural processes, free from 

artificial constraints. Key principles include: 

• Nature as Teacher: Learning occurs through 

interaction with the natural environment. 

• Child-Centered: Education follows the child’s 

natural instincts and developmental stages. 

• Freedom: Students should have freedom to 

explore and move naturally. 

• Physical Vitality: Emphasizes health and 

physical development through natural activities. 

Proponent: Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who in 

Emile advocated education aligned with nature. 

Application in Physical Education 

In PE, Naturalism emphasizes natural 

movements, outdoor activities, and freedom of 

expression through physical activity. It views the 

body as a natural entity, best developed 

through uninhibited movement in natural 

settings. 

Key Features in PE: 

• Outdoor Activities: Hiking, swimming, or 

running in natural environments to promote 

health. 

• Natural Movements: Activities like climbing 

or jumping, mimicking natural human 

actions. 

• Child-Centered: Programs allow students to 

explore activities at their own pace. 

• Health Focus: Emphasizes organic fitness 

and well-being over competitive 

performance. 

Indian Context: 

• Naturalism aligns with India’s tradition of 

outdoor games and nature-based activities 

like yoga and trekking. 

• Schools in rural areas often use open fields 

for PE, reflecting Naturalist principles. 

• The Fit India Movement promotes outdoor 

fitness activities like cycling and walking. 

Examples of Activities: 

• Hiking: Exploring natural trails to build 

endurance and appreciation for nature. 

• Free Play: Unstructured games like tag or 

hide-and-seek to encourage natural 

movement. 

• Yoga in Nature: Practicing asanas outdoors 

to connect with the environment. 

Strengths: 

• Promotes physical and mental health 

through natural activities. 

• Encourages environmental awareness and 

sustainability. 

• Appeals to students’ natural instincts, 

enhancing engagement. 

Limitations: 

• Lack of structure may not suit competitive 

sports training. 

• Dependence on natural settings may be 

challenging in urban schools. 

• May neglect cognitive or social aspects of 

PE. 
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Table 2.3: Naturalism vs. Pragmatism in PE 

Aspect Naturalism Pragmatism 

Focus Natural movement and health Experiential and social learning 

Teaching Method Child-centered, minimal guidance Teacher as facilitator 

Activities Hiking, free play, yoga Adventure sports, cooperative games 

Outcome Physical vitality, nature connection Problem-solving, teamwork 

 

Existentialism in Physical Education 
Core Principles of Existentialism 

Existentialism emphasizes individual freedom, 

self-expression, and the creation of personal 

meaning. In education, it focuses on helping 

students discover their unique identities and 

purposes. Key principles include: 

• Individual Freedom: Students should make 

choices to define themselves. 

• Self-Expression: Education encourages 

creativity and personal growth. 

• Teacher’s Role: The teacher is a mentor, 

supporting students’ self-discovery. 

• Subjective Meaning: Learning is 

personalized, based on individual 

experiences. 

Proponents: Jean-Paul Sartre and Søren 

Kierkegaard, who emphasized individual 

responsibility and authenticity. 

Application in Physical Education 

In PE, Existentialism promotes activities that 

allow students to express their individuality, 

explore personal goals, and find meaning 

through physical activity. It views PE as a 

platform for self-discovery and personal 

fulfillment. 

Key Features in PE: 

• Self-Expression: Activities like dance or 

martial arts allow students to express 

emotions and creativity. 

• Personal Goals: Students set individual 

fitness or skill targets (e.g., running a 

personal best). 

• Choice-Based: Programs offer diverse 

activities, letting students choose based on 

interests. 

• Reflection: Students reflect on their 

experiences to find personal meaning. 

Indian Context: 

• Existentialism aligns with India’s emphasis 

on individualized practices like yoga, which 

promote self-awareness. 

• Schools encourage students to explore 

diverse activities (e.g., dance, sports, or 

fitness) under NEP 2020’s flexible curriculum. 

• Programs like Special Olympics Bharat allow 

athletes with disabilities to pursue personal 

goals, reflecting Existentialist principles. 

Examples of Activities: 

• Dance: Freestyle or cultural dance to 

express emotions. 

• Martial Arts: Karate or taekwondo for self-

discipline and identity. 

• Personal Fitness Plans: Students design and 

follow individualized workout routines. 

Strengths: 

• Enhances student motivation through 

personal relevance. 

• Supports emotional and psychological growth. 

• Encourages diversity in PE programs. 

Limitations: 

• Lack of structure may not suit group-

oriented or competitive PE. 

• Requires highly skilled teachers to support 

individualization. 

• May neglect standardized fitness or skill 

outcomes. 

Comparative Analysis of Philosophies 
Integration in Modern PE 

Modern PE programs often integrate elements 

from multiple philosophies to create balanced 

curricula: 

• Idealism and Realism: Combine moral 

development with scientific training, as seen 

in SAI’s athlete development programs. 
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• Pragmatism and Naturalism: Blend 

experiential learning with outdoor activities, 

as in Khelo India’s grassroots initiatives. 

• Existentialism: Adds personalization, 

allowing students to explore individual 

interests under NEP 2020. 

Indian Context: 

• The NEP 2020 advocates a holistic, student-

centered approach, drawing from 

Pragmatism and Existentialism. 

• Yoga and traditional games reflect Idealism 

and Naturalism, preserving cultural values. 

• Scientific training in elite sports academies 

aligns with Realism. 

Sample PYQs: 

2022: 

Q: Which philosophy views the teacher as a 

moral guide in physical education? 

 A) Realism   B) Idealism 

 C) Pragmatism  D) Naturalism 

Answer: B) Idealism 

Explanation: Idealism emphasizes the teacher’s 

role in fostering moral and spiritual growth. 

2023: 

Q: Which philosophy is associated with 

learning through natural movements? 

 A) Existentialism  B) Naturalism 

 C) Pragmatism  D) Realism 

Answer: B) Naturalism 

Explanation: Naturalism promotes outdoor 

activities and natural movements, as advocated 

by Rousseau. 

2021: 

Q: Which philosophy emphasizes student 

choice in physical education activities? 

 A) Idealism  B) Realism 

 C) Existentialism  D) Naturalism 

Answer: C) Existentialism 

Explanation: Existentialism focuses on 

individual freedom and self-expression. 

Analysis: 

• High-weightage topics: Idealism (moral 

development), Realism (scientific training), 

Pragmatism (experiential learning). 

• Emerging areas: Application of philosophies 

in NEP 2020 and yoga-based PE. 

• Focus on practical applications: Questions 

increasingly test how philosophies shape 

teaching methods or activities. 

Key Contributors and Their Influence 

• Plato (Idealism): Advocated physical training 

to complement intellectual education, 

influencing disciplined PE programs. 

• Aristotle (Realism): Emphasized balanced 

physical and mental development, shaping 

scientific training methods. 

• John Dewey (Pragmatism): Promoted 

experiential learning, influencing cooperative 

and problem-based PE activities. 

• Jean-Jacques Rousseau (Naturalism): 

Advocated natural education, inspiring 

outdoor and child-centered PE. 

• Jean-Paul Sartre (Existentialism): 

Emphasized individual freedom, influencing 

personalized PE programs. 

Indian Contributors: 

• Swami Vivekananda: Promoted physical 

strength and character development, 

aligning with Idealism. 

• Mahatma Gandhi: Advocated simple, nature-

based activities, reflecting Naturalism. 

• Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam: Supported holistic 

education, including PE, aligning with 

Pragmatism. 

Table 2.4: Philosophers and Their PE Contributions 

Philosopher Philosophy Contribution to PE 

Plato Idealism Physical training for moral harmony 

Aristotle Realism Balanced physical and intellectual training 

John Dewey Pragmatism Experiential and cooperative learning 

Rousseau Naturalism Natural movements and outdoor activities 

Sartre Existentialism Self-expression and personal goals 

Swami Vivekananda Idealism Strength and character through PE 
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Table 2.5: Strengths and Limitations of Philosophies in PE 

Philosophy Strengths Limitations 

Idealism Promotes moral and cultural values May neglect practical skills 

Realism Measurable fitness outcomes Overlooks emotional development 

Pragmatism Engages students through practical learning Lacks structure for standardized 

outcomes 

Naturalism Enhances health and environmental 

awareness 

Limited in urban or competitive settings 

Existentialism Supports individual growth and motivation May not suit group-oriented PE 
 

Conclusion 

The philosophies of education—Idealism, 

Realism, Pragmatism, Naturalism, and 

Existentialism—provide diverse lenses through 

which physical education is conceptualized and 

implemented. Idealism emphasizes moral 

development, Realism scientific training, 

Pragmatism experiential learning, Naturalism 

natural movements, and Existentialism self-

expression. In the Indian context, these 

philosophies align with national policies like 

NEP 2020, cultural practices like yoga, and 

initiatives like Khelo India, creating a balanced 

PE framework. 

Historical Development of Physical 
Education in Greece and Rome 

Introduction 

These civilizations laid foundational principles 

for PE, influencing modern concepts of fitness, 

sports, and holistic education. Greece 

emphasized physical training for citizenship, 

military readiness, and aesthetic ideals, while 

Rome adapted these practices for military 

discipline and public entertainment. 

Understanding their contributions provides 

insight into the evolution of PE as a discipline, a 

topic frequently tested in the UGC NET exam for 

Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) and Assistant 

Professorship aspirants. This comprehensive 

note aims to deliver an exhaustive, self-

sufficient, and reliable resource, ensuring no 

question in the UGC NET exam exceeds its 

scope.  

Physical Education in Ancient Greece 
Historical Context of Ancient Greece 

Ancient Greece (circa 1200 BCE–146 BCE) was a 

collection of city-states (e.g., Athens, Sparta, 

Thebes) with distinct cultural and political systems. 

Physical education was integral to Greek society, 

reflecting their ideals of arete (excellence), balance, 

and the harmonious development of body and 

mind. PE served multiple purposes: preparing 

citizens for military service, fostering civic virtues, 

and celebrating physical beauty. 

Key Periods: 

• Mycenaean Period (1600–1100 BCE): Early 

emphasis on physical prowess in warfare 

and hunting. 

• Archaic Period (800–500 BCE): Rise of city-

states and organized athletic competitions. 

• Classical Period (500–323 BCE): Peak of 

Greek culture, with PE formalized in 

education systems. 

• Hellenistic Period (323–146 BCE): Spread of 

Greek PE practices through Alexander’s 

conquests. 

Cultural Significance: 

• The Greek ideal of kalokagathia (beauty and 

goodness) linked physical fitness with moral 

and intellectual virtue. 

• Philosophers like Plato and Aristotle advocated 

PE as essential for a balanced education. 

Physical Education in Sparta 

Sparta, a militaristic city-state, prioritized 

physical education to produce disciplined, 

resilient warriors. The Spartan system, known 

as the agoge, was a state-controlled education 

program for boys and girls, emphasizing 

physical training, endurance, and loyalty. 
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Key Features of Spartan PE: 

• Military Focus: Training prepared boys for 

warfare through activities like wrestling, 

running, and javelin throwing. 

• Rigorous Discipline: The agoge included 

harsh conditions (e.g., minimal clothing, 

sparse food) to build toughness. 

• Group Training: Emphasized collective drills 

to foster unity and teamwork. 

• Female PE: Spartan girls underwent physical 

training (e.g., running, dancing) to ensure 

healthy offspring for the state. 

• Age-Based Progression: Boys began training 

at age 7, progressing through stages until 

becoming full citizens at 20. 

Activities: 

• Wrestling: Developed strength and combat 

skills. 

• Running: Built endurance for long marches. 

• Dance (Pyrrhic): Synchronized movements 

mimicking battle tactics. 

• Hunting: Enhanced survival skills and agility. 

Cultural Impact: 

• Spartan PE produced a warrior class 

renowned for discipline, as seen in the 

Battle of Thermopylae (480 BCE). 

• The emphasis on female fitness was unique, 

reflecting Sparta’s pragmatic approach to 

population health. 

Indian Parallel: 

• Spartan discipline resembles India’s ancient 

gurukul system, where physical training 

(e.g., archery, wrestling) was part of 

education for kshatriyas (warriors). 

• Modern parallels include the National Cadet 

Corps (NCC), which emphasizes disciplined 

physical training. 

Strengths: 

• Produced physically and mentally resilient 

citizens. 

• Fostered unity and loyalty to the state. 

• Included women, promoting gender-

inclusive fitness. 

Limitations: 

• Overemphasis on military goals neglected 

intellectual and artistic development. 

• Harsh methods (e.g., flogging) were 

inhumane by modern standards. 

• Limited individual freedom, prioritizing state 

needs. 

Table 3.1: Spartan Physical Education 

Aspect Description Example Activity 

Objective Prepare warriors for military service Wrestling, javelin throwing 

Method Rigorous, state-controlled agoge Group drills, endurance training 

Female Training Fitness for healthy offspring Running, dancing 

Outcome Disciplined, resilient citizens Spartan army’s prowess 

 

Physical Education in Athens 

Athens, a democratic and culturally vibrant city-

state, approached PE as part of a liberal 

education, balancing physical, intellectual, and 

artistic development. Athenian PE aimed to 

produce well-rounded citizens capable of 

contributing to civic life. 

Key Features of Athenian PE: 

• Holistic Education: PE was integrated with 

music, literature, and philosophy in the 

paideia system. 

• Individual Development: Emphasized 

personal excellence (arete) through 

competitive sports. 

• Private Institutions: Training occurred in 

palaestra (wrestling schools) and gymnasia 

(athletic facilities). 

• Philosophical Support: Plato’s Republic and 

Aristotle’s Politics advocated PE for health 

and virtue. 

• Aesthetic Focus: Physical beauty was 

celebrated, as seen in sculptures like the 

Discobolus. 

13



  
  

 
  

Activities: 

• Track and Field: Running, long jump, and 

discus throwing in gymnasia. 

• Combat Sports: Wrestling, boxing, and 

pankration (mixed martial arts). 

• Equestrian Events: Horseback riding for the 

elite. 

• Dance: Rhythmic movements to enhance 

grace and coordination. 

Cultural Impact: 

• Athenian PE influenced the Olympic Games 

(776 BCE–393 CE), a pan-Hellenic festival 

celebrating physical prowess. 

• The gymnasium became a cultural hub, 

combining physical training with intellectual 

discourse. 

• Philosophers like Socrates trained in 

palaestra, reflecting PE’s integration with 

education. 

Indian Parallel: 

• Athenian paideia resembles India’s Vedic 

education, which balanced physical training 

(e.g., yoga, archery) with intellectual pursuits. 

• Modern CBSE schools integrate PE with 

academics, reflecting Athenian ideals. 

Strengths: 

• Promoted well-rounded development, 

aligning with kalokagathia. 

• Encouraged individual excellence through 

competition. 

• Influenced global sports culture via the 

Olympics. 

Limitations: 

• Excluded women and non-citizens, limiting 

inclusivity. 

• Elite focus marginalized lower classes. 

• Overemphasis on competition sometimes 

led to injuries or unethical practices. 

Table 3.2: Athenian vs. Spartan PE 

Aspect Sparta Athens 

Objective Military readiness Holistic citizenship 

Method State-controlled agoge Private palaestra and gymnasia 

Activities Wrestling, running, pyrrhic dance Track and field, combat sports, dance 

Inclusivity Included females, excluded non-citizens Excluded females, focused on elites 

 

The Olympic Games 

The Olympic Games, initiated in 776 BCE in 

Olympia, were the pinnacle of Greek physical 

education, showcasing athletic excellence and 

cultural unity. Held every four years, they drew 

competitors from all Greek city-states. 

Key Features: 

• Events: Included running (stadion, diaulos), 

wrestling, boxing, chariot racing, and 

pentathlon (running, long jump, discus, 

javelin, wrestling). 

• Religious Significance: Dedicated to Zeus, 

with rituals and sacrifices. 

• Cultural Impact: Promoted peace 

(ekecheiria truce) and celebrated Greek 

identity. 

• Training: Athletes trained in gymnasia under 

professional coaches. 

Legacy: 

• The modern Olympic Games (revived in 

1896) draw inspiration from ancient Greece. 

• Concepts like fair play and athletic 

excellence trace back to Greek ideals. 

• Indian athletes’ participation in the 

Olympics reflects this legacy. 

Physical Education in Ancient Rome 
Historical Context of Ancient Rome 

Ancient Rome (753 BCE–476 CE) was a 

militaristic and pragmatic civilization that 

adapted Greek PE practices to suit its imperial 

ambitions. Roman PE focused on military 

training, public entertainment, and physical 

fitness for governance. 

Key Periods: 

• Roman Kingdom (753–509 BCE): Early 

emphasis on physical training for warfare. 
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• Roman Republic (509–27 BCE): Development 

of military and civilian fitness programs. 

• Roman Empire (27 BCE–476 CE): Expansion 

of public spectacles like gladiatorial games. 

Cultural Significance: 

• Romans valued physical strength (virtus) for 

military and civic duties. 

• Greek influences, especially post-146 BCE 

conquest, introduced gymnasia and athletic 

ideals. 

• Public baths and amphitheaters became 

centers for physical activity. 

Roman Military Training 

Roman PE was heavily militaristic, designed to 

produce disciplined soldiers for the legions. 

Training was mandatory for young males, 

especially during the Republic. 

Key Features: 

• Campus Martius: A training ground for 

military exercises like marching, sword 

fighting, and javelin throwing. 

• Discipline: Rigorous drills to build 

endurance and obedience. 

• Physical Fitness: Swimming, running, and 

weight training to ensure combat readiness. 

• Equestrian Skills: Cavalry training for elite 

soldiers. 

Activities: 

• Marching: Soldiers carried heavy loads over 

long distances. 

• Combat Training: Gladiatorial-style sparring 

with wooden weapons. 

• Swimming: Cross-river exercises for 

strategic mobility. 

Cultural Impact: 

• Roman legions’ discipline and fitness 

enabled territorial expansion. 

• Military training influenced civilian fitness 

programs, as seen in public baths. 

Indian Parallel: 

• Roman military training resembles India’s 

ancient kshatriya training, with emphasis on 

archery and chariot racing. 

• Modern Indian Army training programs 

reflect similar discipline and fitness focus. 

Strengths: 

• Produced highly effective military forces. 

• Promoted physical fitness across society. 

• Integrated with civic duties, enhancing 

governance. 

Limitations: 

• Neglected intellectual and artistic development. 

• Excluded women and slaves, limiting inclusivity. 

• Harsh training methods caused injuries. 

Gladiatorial Games and Public Spectacles 

Roman PE extended to public entertainment 

through gladiatorial games, chariot races, and 

athletic contests, held in amphitheaters like the 

Colosseum. 

Key Features: 

• Gladiatorial Combat: Trained slaves or 

prisoners fought for public amusement, 

emphasizing strength and skill. 

• Chariot Racing: Held in the Circus Maximus, 

showcasing speed and strategy. 

• Public Participation: Citizens engaged in 

recreational sports at baths and festivals. 

• Greek Influence: Athletic contests (e.g., 

wrestling) adopted from Greek festivals. 

Cultural Impact: 

• Gladiatorial games reinforced Roman values 

of courage and spectacle. 

• Public baths (thermae) promoted hygiene 

and fitness, integrating PE into daily life. 

• Influenced modern sports entertainment, 

like wrestling or motorsports. 

Indian Parallel: 

• Gladiatorial games resemble India’s 

historical malla-yuddha (wrestling) contests. 

• Modern sports events like the Indian 

Premier League (IPL) echo Roman public 

spectacles. 

Strengths: 

• Engaged large audiences, promoting social 

cohesion. 

• Encouraged physical fitness through 

recreational sports. 

• Showcased Roman engineering in facilities 

like the Colosseum. 
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Limitations: 

• Exploited marginalized groups (e.g., slaves) 

for entertainment. 

• Prioritized spectacle over educational goals. 

• High injury and mortality rates in 

gladiatorial combat. 

Table 3.3: Roman Physical Education 

Aspect Description Example Activity 

Military Training Prepare soldiers for legions Marching, sword fighting 

Public Spectacles Entertainment through combat and races Gladiatorial games, chariot racing 

Facilities Campus Martius, Colosseum, public baths Training and recreational sports 

Outcome Disciplined army, engaged populace Roman military and cultural dominance 

 

Legacy of Greek and Roman PE 
Greek Legacy: 

• Established PE as part of holistic education, 

influencing modern school curricula. 

• The Olympic Games inspired global sports 

festivals, including India’s participation. 

• Philosophical support (Plato, Aristotle) 

shaped PE’s educational role. 

Roman Legacy: 

• Emphasized military fitness, influencing 

modern training programs (e.g., Indian Army). 

• Public spectacles laid the groundwork for 

sports entertainment industries. 

• Public baths promoted hygiene and fitness, 

a concept echoed in modern wellness 

centers. 

Indian Context: 

• Greek and Roman PE parallels India’s 

ancient practices, like yoga and dhanurveda 

(martial arts). 

• The Khelo India program draws inspiration 

from Greek competitive ideals, promoting 

grassroots sports. 

• Roman public baths resemble India’s ghats 

and community fitness spaces. 

Sample PYQs: 

2022: 

Q: Which Greek city-state used the agoge 

system for physical education? 

 A) Athens   B) Sparta 

 C) Thebes   D) Corinth 

Answer: B) Sparta 

Explanation: The agoge was Sparta’s state-

controlled training system for military 

readiness. 

2023: 

Q: What was the primary purpose of the 

ancient Olympic Games? 

 A) Military training 

 B) Cultural unity and athletic excellence 

 C) Public entertainment 

 D) Religious sacrifice 

Answer: B) Cultural unity and athletic 

excellence 

Explanation: The Olympics celebrated Greek 

identity and physical prowess. 

2021: 

Q: Which Roman facility was used for 

gladiatorial contests? 

 A) Campus Martius 

 B) Circus Maximus 

 C) Colosseum 

 D) Thermae 

Answer: C) Colosseum 

Explanation: The Colosseum hosted gladiatorial 

games and public spectacles. 

Analysis: 

• High-weightage topics: Spartan agoge, 

Athenian paideia, Olympic Games, Roman 

Colosseum. 

• Emerging areas: Indian parallels (e.g., 

gurukul, Khelo India) and philosophical 

influences. 

• Focus on cultural impact: Questions test 

how Greek and Roman PE shaped modern 

practices. 
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Table 3.4: Greek vs. Roman PE 

Aspect Greece Rome 

Objective Holistic development, military readiness Military preparedness, entertainment 

Facilities Palaestra, gymnasia, Olympia Campus Martius, Colosseum, thermae 

Activities Track and field, wrestling, dance Marching, gladiatorial combat, racing 

Legacy Olympic Games, educational PE Military training, sports entertainment 
 

Conclusion 

The historical development of physical education 

in ancient Greece and Rome laid foundational 

principles for modern PE, influencing fitness, 

sports, and education systems globally. Greece’s 

Spartan agoge and Athenian paideia emphasized 

military readiness and holistic development, 

respectively, culminating in the Olympic Games. 

Rome adapted these practices for military 

discipline and public spectacles, with facilities 

like the Colosseum and thermae shaping cultural 

practices. In India, parallels with ancient gurukul 

systems and modern initiatives like Khelo India 

highlight their relevance.  

Development of Physical Education 
in Sweden, Russia and England 
Introduction 

The development of physical education (PE) in 

Sweden, Russia, and England represents pivotal 

milestones in the global evolution of PE, each 

nation contributing unique systems and 

philosophies that shaped modern practices. 

Sweden pioneered scientific gymnastics, Russia 

developed a state-driven physical culture, and 

England formalized competitive sports through 

public schools. These contributions are integral 

to Unit-I of the UGC NET Physical Education 

syllabus (Code No. 47), as they highlight the 

diversity of PE approaches and their lasting 

impact on educational and sporting 

frameworks. For Junior Research Fellowship 

(JRF) and Assistant Professorship aspirants, 

mastering this topic is essential, as it is 

frequently tested in the UGC NET exam through 

questions on historical systems, key figures, and 

their relevance to modern PE. This 

comprehensive note aims to deliver an 

exhaustive, self-sufficient, and reliable resource, 

ensuring no question in the UGC NET exam 

exceeds its scope.  

Physical Education in Sweden 
Historical Context of Swedish Physical 

Education 

Sweden’s contribution to PE, particularly 

through the development of scientific 

gymnastics in the 19th century, revolutionized 

the field by emphasizing systematic, 

anatomically informed exercises. This period 

coincided with Europe’s industrialization, which 

increased sedentary lifestyles and prompted a 

focus on health and fitness. 

Key Periods: 

• Early 19th Century: Emergence of 

gymnastics as a response to health 

concerns. 

• Mid-19th Century: Formalization of Swedish 

gymnastics under Per Henrik Ling. 

• Late 19th–20th Century: Global 

dissemination of Swedish methods. 

Cultural Significance: 

• Sweden prioritized health and education, 

integrating PE into schools to combat 

physical degeneration. 

• The Swedish system emphasized scientific 

principles, aligning with Realism’s focus on 

objective training. 

Per Henrik Ling and Swedish Gymnastics 

Per Henrik Ling (1776–1839), a Swedish 

physiologist and fencing master, developed the 

Swedish gymnastics system, also known as the 

Ling system, which became a cornerstone of 

modern PE. His work at the Royal Central 

Institute of Gymnastics (GCI) in Stockholm 

formalized PE as a scientific discipline. 

Key Features of Swedish Gymnastics: 

• Scientific Basis: Exercises were designed 

based on anatomy and physiology, targeting 

specific muscle groups. 
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