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1. Introduction to Political Theory 

1.1 Definition and Nature 

Political Theory is the systematic study of 

ideas, concepts, and principles that define 

the nature, purpose, and organization of 

political life. It seeks to answer foundational 

questions: What is a just society? How 

should power be exercised? What are the 

rights and duties of citizens? As David Held 

defines it, Political Theory is “a network of 

concepts and generalizations about political 

life involving ideas, assumptions, and 

statements about the nature and purpose of 

government.” 

1.2 Scope of Political Theory 

The scope of Political Theory is vast, 

encompassing: 

• Conceptual Analysis: Defining and debating 

concepts like Liberty, Equality, and Justice. 

• Ideological Frameworks: Exploring 

Liberalism, Marxism, Feminism, and 

Nationalism. 

• Institutional Study: Understanding the role 

of state, democracy, and citizenship. 

• Normative Inquiry: Proposing ideals for 

ethical governance. 

• Critical Perspective: Challenging existing 

power structures and inequalities. 

1.3 Evolution of Political Theory 

Political Theory has evolved through distinct 

phases, each shaping its core concepts: 

• Ancient Phase (5th–4th Century BCE): 

o Plato: In Republic, emphasized Justice as 

harmony between reason, spirit, and 

appetite, with a philosopher - king 

ensuring a just state. 

o Aristotle: In Politics, defined Citizenship 

as active participation and Liberty as 

rational self - governance within a polis. 

o Relevance: PYQs often ask about Plato’s 

Justice or Aristotle’s Citizenship. 

• Medieval Phase (5th–15th Century CE): 

o Dominated by religious thought (e.g., 

Augustine’s City of God, Aquinas’ natural 

law). 

o Focused on divine authority and moral 

governance, with limited emphasis on 

individual Rights or Democracy. 

o Relevance: Less frequent in JK PSC but 

may appear in comparative questions. 

• Modern Phase (16th–19th Century): 

o Hobbes: In Leviathan, introduced Power 

as central to political order, advocating 

an absolute sovereign to ensure security. 

o Locke: In Two Treatises of Government, 

emphasized natural Rights (life, liberty, 

property) and limited government. 

o Rousseau: In The Social Contract, 

proposed Equality and Democracy 

through the general will. 

o Bentham and Mill: Developed 

Utilitarianism, with Mill focusing on 

Liberty and Democracy. 

o Relevance: Hobbes, Locke, and Mill are 

frequent in PYQs, especially on Rights 

and Liberty. 

• Contemporary Phase (20th–21st Century): 

o Rawls: In A Theory of Justice, proposed 

Justice as fairness, with principles for 

equitable distribution. 

o Berlin: Distinguished negative (freedom 

from interference) and positive Liberty 

(self - mastery). 
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o Anderson: In Imagined Communities, 

conceptualized Nationalism as a 

constructed identity. 

o Feminist and Postmodern Thinkers: 

Challenged traditional concepts, 

emphasizing gender and diversity (e.g., 

Iris Young on Justice, Foucault on Power). 

o Relevance: Rawls, Berlin, and Anderson 

are staples in JK PSC questions. 

• Indian Contributions: 

o Gandhi: Advocated Liberty through 

Swaraj (self - rule) and Justice through 

non - violence. 

o Ambedkar: Focused on Equality and 

Rights for marginalized communities. 

o Nehru: Promoted secular Nationalism 

and Democracy. 

o Relevance: Indian thinkers appear in 

PYQs, especially in J&K context (e.g., 

Ambedkar on Equality, Gandhi on 

Nationalism). 

1.4 Significance of Political Theory 

Political Theory is crucial for: 

• Normative Guidance: Provides ideals for 

governance (e.g., Justice, Equality). 

• Analytical Framework: Helps analyze political 

phenomena (e.g., Power dynamics in J&K). 

• Policy Formulation: Shapes policies like 

reservation (Equality) and RTI (Rights). 

• Critical Thinking: Encourages questioning 

authority (e.g., Citizenship debates post - CAA). 

2. Overview of Key Concepts 

• Liberty: 

o Definition: Freedom to act, think, and 

live without undue constraints, balanced 

against societal order. 

o Dimensions: Negative (absence of 

restraints), Positive (self - realization), 

Republican (non - domination). 

o Thinkers: Berlin, Mill, Locke, Rousseau, 

Gandhi. 

o Indian Context: Fundamental Rights 

(Article 19–22), freedom of speech 

debates, J&K’s autonomy issues. 

• Equality: 

o Definition: Fairness in opportunities, 

resources, and treatment, addressing 

systemic disparities. 

o Types: Formal (legal equality), 

Substantive (social and economic 

equality), Equality of opportunity vs. 

outcome. 

o Thinkers: Rawls, Sen, Marx, Ambedkar, 

Periyar. 

o Indian Context: Articles 14–18, 

reservation policies, gender equality 

initiatives. 

• Justice: 

o Definition: Principles governing the fair 

distribution of benefits and burdens. 

o Types: Distributive (resource allocation), 

Retributive (punishment), Procedural 

(fair processes), Social (addressing 

inequalities). 

o Thinkers: Plato, Aristotle, Rawls, Nozick, 

Ambedkar. 

o Indian Context: DPSP, judicial activism, 

social justice movements. 

• Rights: 

o Definition: Entitlements protecting 

individual dignity and freedom. 

o Types: Natural (inherent), Legal (state - 

granted), Human (universal), 

Fundamental (constitutional). 

o Thinkers: Hobbes, Locke, Paine, 

Dworkin. 

o Indian Context: Fundamental Rights, 

human rights laws, PILs. 

• Democracy: 

o Definition: Governance by the people, 

ensuring participation and accountability. 

o Types: Direct, Representative, 

Deliberative, Participatory. 

o Thinkers: Rousseau, Mill, Schumpeter, 

Dahl, Nehru. 

o Indian Context: Parliamentary 

democracy, Election Commission, voter 

turnout trends. 

• Power: 
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o Definition: Ability to influence or control 

others’ behavior. 

o Forms: Coercive (force), Persuasive 

(influence), Legitimate (authority). 

o Thinkers: Weber, Foucault, Lukes. 

o Indian Context: State authority, civil 

society, J&K’s power dynamics. 

• Citizenship: 

o Definition: Status and role of individuals 

in a political community. 

o Types: Liberal (individual rights), 

Republican (civic duties), Multicultural 

(group identities). 

o Thinkers: Marshall, Kymlicka, Arendt. 

o Indian Context: CAA, NRC, Aadhaar, 

J&K’s domiciliary laws. 

• Nationalism: 

o Definition: Ideology promoting unity 

based on shared identity (culture, 

history, or territory). 

o Types: Civic (inclusive), Ethnic 

(exclusive), Cultural (symbolic). 

o Thinkers: Anderson, Gellner, Tagore, 

Savarkar, Nehru. 

o Indian Context: Freedom struggle, 

secular vs. cultural nationalism, J&K’s 

integration debates. 

2.1 Interconnections 

• Liberty and Equality: Often in tension (e.g., 

affirmative action restricts Liberty to 

promote Equality). 

• Justice and Rights: Justice ensures fair 

allocation of Rights; Rights protect Justice. 

• Democracy and Power: Democracy channels 

Power through participation; Power sustains 

Democracy. 

• Citizenship and Nationalism: Citizenship 

defines membership; Nationalism shapes 

collective identity. 

2.2 Indian and J&K Context 

• Liberty: Article 19 guarantees freedom of 

speech, but restrictions (e.g., sedition laws) 

spark debates. In J&K, abrogation of Article 

370 raised questions about regional 

autonomy. 

• Equality: Reservation policies address caste 

and gender disparities, but J&K’s domiciliary 

laws post - 2019 highlight regional 

inequalities. 

• Justice: DPSP (Article 38) promotes social 

justice; J&K’s land reforms reflect 

distributive justice. 

• Rights: Fundamental Rights are enforceable, 

but J&K’s special status historically shaped 

unique rights. 

• Democracy: India’s vibrant democracy faces 

challenges like electoral malpractices; J&K’s 

elections post - 2019 are politically sensitive. 

• Power: Central authority vs. regional 

aspirations in J&K illustrates power 

dynamics. 

• Citizenship: CAA and NRC debates question 

inclusive citizenship; J&K’s new domiciliary 

rules redefine citizen rights. 

• Nationalism: India’s secular nationalism 

contrasts with cultural nationalism; J&K’s 

integration is a nationalist flashpoint. 

3. Historical and Philosophical Foundations 

3.1 Ancient Foundations 

• Plato (427–347 BCE): 

o Republic: Justice is harmony among 

classes (philosophers, warriors, 

producers). The state ensures Liberty 

through rational governance. 

o Relevance: Questions on Plato’s Justice 

or ideal state appear in PYQs. 

• Aristotle (384–322 BCE): 

o Politics: Citizenship is active participation 

in the polis. Liberty is achieved through 

rational self - rule, and Equality is 

proportional (not absolute). 

o Relevance: Aristotle’s Citizenship and 

Democracy are frequent in exams. 

3.2 Medieval Foundations 

• Augustine (354–430 CE): In City of God, 

subordinated political authority to divine 

will, limiting Liberty and Rights. 
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• Aquinas (1225–1274 CE): Integrated 

Aristotle’s ethics with Christian theology, 

emphasizing Justice as moral order. 

• Relevance: Medieval thinkers are less 

common but may appear in historical 

questions. 

3.3 Modern Foundations 

• Hobbes (1588–1679): 

o Leviathan: Power is central; individuals 

surrender Liberty for security via social 

contract. 

o Relevance: Hobbes’ contract theory is a 

PYQ favorite. 

• Locke (1632–1704): 

o Two Treatises: Natural Rights (life, 

liberty, property) and consent - based 

government ensure Liberty and Equality. 

o Relevance: Locke’s Rights and 

Democracy are heavily tested. 

• Rousseau (1712–1778): 

o The Social Contract: General will 

promotes Equality and Democracy, 

balancing Liberty with collective good. 

o Relevance: Rousseau’s general will 

appears in PYQs. 

• Mill (1806–1873): 

o On Liberty: Defended individual Liberty 

against tyranny of majority; advocated 

representative Democracy. 

o Relevance: Mill’s Liberty and harm 

principle are exam staples. 

3.4 Contemporary Foundations 

• Rawls (1921–2002): 

o A Theory of Justice: Justice as fairness, 

with two principles: equal basic liberties 

and difference principle (inequalities 

benefit the least advantaged). 

o Relevance: Rawls is a PYQ hotspot, 

especially for Justice and Equality. 

• Berlin (1909–1997): 

o Two Concepts of Liberty: Negative 

(freedom from interference) vs. Positive 

(self - mastery). 

o Relevance: Berlin’s Liberty is frequently 

tested. 

• Anderson (1947–): 

o Imagined Communities: Nationalism is a 

socially constructed identity based on 

shared narratives. 

o Relevance: Anderson’s Nationalism is 

crucial for Indian and J&K questions. 

3.5 Indian Foundations 

• Gandhi (1869–1948): Liberty through 

Swaraj, Justice through non - violence, and 

Equality through social reform. 

• Ambedkar (1891–1956): Equality and Rights 

for Dalits, Justice through constitutional 

safeguards. 

• Nehru (1889–1964): Secular Nationalism, 

Democracy as inclusive governance. 

• Relevance: Indian thinkers are critical for 

J&K - specific and national questions. 

Concepts and Thinkers 

Concept Definition Key Thinkers Indian Context 

Liberty Freedom to act without 

undue constraints 

Berlin, Mill, Locke, 

Rousseau, Gandhi 

Article 19–22, J&K autonomy 

debates 

Equality Fairness in opportunities and 

treatment 

Rawls, Sen, Marx, 

Ambedkar, Periyar 

Articles 14–18, reservation 

policies 

Justice Fair distribution of benefits 

and burdens 

Plato, Aristotle, Rawls, 

Ambedkar 

DPSP, judicial activism, land 

reforms 

Rights Entitlements protecting 

individual dignity 

Hobbes, Locke, Paine, 

Dworkin 

Fundamental Rights, PILs 

Democracy Governance by the people, 

for the people 

Rousseau, Mill, Dahl, 

Nehru 

Parliamentary system, J&K 

elections 

ToppersNotes / 98282-86-909 4



  

  

 
  

Power Ability to influence others’ 

behavior 

Weber, Foucault, Lukes State authority, J&K power 

dynamics 

Citizenship Status and role in a political 

community 

Marshall, Kymlicka, 

Arendt 

CAA, NRC, J&K domiciliary 

laws 

Nationalism Unity based on shared 

identity 

Anderson, Gellner, 

Tagore, Savarkar 

Freedom struggle, J&K 

integration debates 
 

Conclusion 

This part provides a comprehensive introduction 

to Political Theory and its core concepts. By 

understanding the evolution, significance, and 

interconnections of Liberty, Equality, Justice, 

Rights, Democracy, Power, Citizenship, and 

Nationalism, candidates can build a strong 

foundation for the JK PSC exam.  

1. Introduction to Liberty 

Liberty, a cornerstone of political theory, 

refers to the condition of being free to act, 

think, and live without undue constraints, 

while balancing individual freedom with 

societal order. It is a multifaceted concept, 

encompassing personal, political, economic, 

and social dimensions.  

This part explores Liberty’s theoretical 

foundations, key thinkers (Isaiah Berlin, J.S. 

Mill, Locke, Rousseau, Gandhi, Ambedkar), 

and philosophical underpinnings. It covers: 

• Meaning and types: Negative, positive, and 

republican Liberty. 

• Historical evolution: From ancient to 

contemporary perspectives. 

• Thinkers’ contributions: Classical, modern, 

and Indian viewpoints. 

• Indian context: Constitutional safeguards, 

judicial interpretations, and challenges. 

• J&K relevance: Liberty in the context of 

special status, autonomy, and post - 2019 

changes. 

2. Meaning and Dimensions of Liberty 

2.1 Definition 

Liberty is the state of freedom where 

individuals can exercise their choices 

without arbitrary or unjust restrictions. 

According to John Stuart Mill, Liberty is “the 

fullest development of individuality 

consistent with the equal rights of others.” It 

involves: 

• Absence of coercion: Freedom from external 

constraints (e.g., state oppression). 

• Self - determination: Ability to shape one’s 

life and destiny. 

• Balance with order: Liberty is not absolute; 

it coexists with laws to prevent harm. 

• JK PSC Relevance: Questions often ask 

candidates to define Liberty or distinguish its 

types, citing thinkers like Mill or Berlin. 

2.2 Types of Liberty 

Liberty is categorized into three main types, 

each with distinct implications: 

• Negative Liberty: 

o Definition: Freedom from external 

interference or constraints. It 

emphasizes the absence of obstacles to 

individual actions. 

o Key Thinker: Isaiah Berlin (Two Concepts 

of Liberty, 1958) defined negative Liberty 

as “the area within which a man can act 

unobstructed by others.” 

o Examples: Freedom of speech, 

movement, or property ownership 

without state restrictions. 

o Criticism: May prioritize individual 

freedom over social equality, ignoring 

systemic barriers (e.g., poverty). 

• Positive Liberty: 

Liberty - Foundations and Theoretical 

Perspectives 
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o Definition: Freedom to achieve self - 

realization or self - mastery. It focuses on 

enabling individuals to fulfill their 

potential. 

o Key Thinker: Berlin described positive 

Liberty as “being one’s own master,” 

often tied to rational self - governance or 

collective empowerment. 

o Examples: Access to education, 

healthcare, or political participation to 

realize one’s capabilities. 

o Criticism: Can lead to paternalism or 

state overreach (e.g., imposing “correct” 

choices). 

• Republican Liberty: 

o Definition: Freedom from domination or 

arbitrary power, emphasizing non - 

dependence on others’ will. 

o Key Thinker: Philip Pettit 

(Republicanism, 1997) argued for Liberty 

as non - domination, distinct from non - 

interference. 

o Examples: Protection from authoritarian 

rule or exploitative relationships. 

2.3 Dimensions of Liberty 

Liberty operates across multiple spheres: 

• Personal Liberty: Freedom of thought, 

conscience, and lifestyle (e.g., privacy rights). 

• Political Liberty: Right to participate in 

governance (e.g., voting, free speech). 

• Economic Liberty: Freedom to own 

property, work, and engage in markets. 

• Social Liberty: Freedom from social 

oppression (e.g., caste or gender 

discrimination). 

• Cultural Liberty: Freedom to practice one’s 

culture or religion. 

• Exam Tip: Questions may ask candidates to 

differentiate dimensions (e.g., political vs. 

economic Liberty) or apply them to Indian 

contexts (e.g., Article 19 for political Liberty). 

2.4 Liberty in Indian Context 

• Constitutional Framework: Liberty is enshrined in 

Fundamental Rights (Articles 19–22): 

o Article 19: Freedom of speech, 

expression, assembly, association, 

movement, and residence. 

o Article 21: Right to life and personal 

Liberty, expanded by judicial 

interpretations (e.g., privacy as a 

fundamental right in K.S. Puttaswamy vs. 

Union of India, 2017). 

• J&K Context: Historically, J&K’s special 

status under Article 370 and 35A granted 

unique liberties (e.g., land ownership 

restrictions). The 2019 abrogation raised 

debates about regional autonomy vs. 

individual Liberty. 

3. Historical Evolution of Liberty 

3.1 Ancient Perspectives 

• Plato (427–347 BCE): 

o In Republic, Liberty was secondary to 

Justice and order. He viewed 

unrestrained Liberty as leading to chaos, 

advocating rational governance by 

philosopher - kings. 

o Relevance: PYQs may ask about Plato’s 

critique of excessive Liberty. 

• Aristotle (384–322 BCE): 

o In Politics, Liberty was rational self - rule 

within a polis, tied to Citizenship. He 

distinguished between “living as one 

likes” (anarchy) and “living according to 

reason” (true Liberty). 

o Relevance: Aristotle’s balanced view is 

tested in comparative questions. 

3.2 Medieval Perspectives 

• Augustine (354–430 CE): Subordinated 

Liberty to divine will, viewing human 

freedom as obedience to God. 

• Aquinas (1225–1274 CE): Integrated 

Aristotle’s ideas, emphasizing Liberty within 

moral and natural law. 

• Relevance: Medieval views are less common 

but may appear in historical evolution 

questions. 

3.3 Modern Perspectives 

• Thomas Hobbes (1588–1679): 
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o In Leviathan, Liberty is the absence of 

external impediments in a state of 

nature, but individuals surrender most 

liberties to a sovereign for security. 

o Key Idea: Liberty exists only under a 

strong state; absolute freedom leads to 

conflict. 

o Relevance: Hobbes’ contract theory is a 

PYQ favorite, often contrasted with 

Locke. 

• John Locke (1632–1704): 

o In Two Treatises of Government, Liberty 

is a natural right, alongside life and 

property. The state protects Liberty 

through consent - based governance. 

o Key Idea: Government’s role is to 

safeguard individual Liberty, not curtail it. 

o Relevance: Locke’s ideas underpin 

Fundamental Rights questions. 

• Jean - Jacques Rousseau (1712–1778): 

o In The Social Contract, Liberty is achieved 

through the general will, where 

individuals are free by participating in 

collective self - governance. 

o Key Idea: True Liberty is moral freedom, 

not mere absence of restraints. 

o Relevance: Rousseau’s general will is 

tested in Democracy and Liberty 

questions. 

• John Stuart Mill (1806–1873): 

o In On Liberty, Mill defended individual 

Liberty against the “tyranny of the 

majority.” He proposed the harm 

principle: Liberty can be restricted only 

to prevent harm to others. 

o Key Idea: Liberty is essential for 

individual development and societal 

progress. 

o Relevance: Mill’s harm principle and 

Liberty are PYQ staples. 

3.4 Contemporary Perspectives 

• Isaiah Berlin (1909–1997): 

o In Two Concepts of Liberty, 

distinguished: 

▪ Negative Liberty: Freedom from 

interference (e.g., free speech 

without censorship). 

▪ Positive Liberty: Freedom to achieve 

self - mastery (e.g., education for 

empowerment). 

o Critique: Positive Liberty can justify 

authoritarianism if the state claims to 

“liberate” individuals. 

o Relevance: Berlin’s distinction is a 

frequent PYQ topic. 

• Philip Pettit: 

o In Republicanism, proposed Liberty as 

non - domination, where individuals are 

free from arbitrary power (e.g., 

oppressive rulers or employers). 

o Relevance: Emerging in JK PSC questions, 

especially in governance contexts. 

• Amartya Sen: 

o In Development as Freedom, linked 

Liberty to capability expansion, 

emphasizing positive Liberty through 

access to opportunities. 

o Relevance: Sen’s ideas appear in 

questions on social justice and Liberty. 

3.5 Indian Perspectives 

• Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948): 

o Advocated Swaraj (self - rule), combining 

negative Liberty (freedom from colonial 

rule) and positive Liberty (self - discipline 

and moral freedom). 

o Key Idea: True Liberty is achieved 

through non - violence and self - reliance. 

o Relevance: Gandhi’s Swaraj is tested in 

Nationalism and Liberty questions. 

• B.R. Ambedkar (1891–1956): 

o Emphasized Liberty for marginalized 

communities, linking it to Equality and 

Justice. He viewed constitutional 
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safeguards as tools to protect Liberty 

from social oppression. 

o Key Idea: Liberty without Equality is 

meaningless for the oppressed. 

o Relevance: Ambedkar’s views are critical 

for Indian and J&K questions. 

• Jawaharlal Nehru (1889–1964): 

o Promoted political Liberty through 

democratic institutions and secular 

governance, ensuring freedom for 

diverse communities. 

o Relevance: Nehru’s ideas appear in 

Democracy and Nationalism questions. 

4. Theoretical Frameworks of Liberty 

4.1 Liberal Perspective 

• Core Idea: Liberty is the cornerstone of 

individual autonomy, protected by limited 

government and rule of law. 

• Thinkers: Locke, Mill, Berlin. 

• Key Features: 

o Emphasis on negative Liberty (freedom 

from state interference). 

o Protection of individual rights through 

constitutions. 

o Promotion of political and economic 

freedoms. 

• Indian Context: Reflected in Fundamental 

Rights and judicial activism. 

4.2 Marxist Perspective 

• Core Idea: True Liberty is impossible under 

capitalism, as economic inequalities create 

domination. 

• Thinkers: Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels. 

• Key Features: 

o Liberty requires abolition of class structures. 

o Positive Liberty through collective 

control of resources. 

o Critique of liberal Liberty as “bourgeois 

freedom.” 

• Indian Context: Influences socialist policies 

and land reforms in J&K. 

4.3 Republican Perspective 

• Core Idea: Liberty is freedom from 

domination, not just interference. 

• Thinker: Pettit. 

• Key Features: 

o Focus on institutional safeguards against 

arbitrary power. 

o Emphasis on civic participation to ensure 

non - domination. 

• Indian Context: Seen in anti - corruption 

movements and RTI. 

4.4 Feminist Perspective 

• Core Idea: Liberty must address gendered 

oppression, as traditional concepts ignore 

women’s constraints. 

• Thinkers: Mary Wollstonecraft, Iris Young. 

• Key Features: 

o Critique of public - private divide in 

Liberty (e.g., domestic oppression). 

o Demand for social and cultural Liberty for 

women. 

• Indian Context: Reflected in gender equality 

laws and women’s movements. 

4.5 Indian Perspective 

• Core Idea: Liberty is tied to self - rule, social 

justice, and moral freedom. 

• Thinkers: Gandhi, Ambedkar, Nehru. 

• Key Features: 

o Blend of negative (anti - colonial) and 

positive (empowerment) Liberty. 

o Emphasis on Liberty for marginalized 

groups. 

• J&K Context: Debates on autonomy vs. 

integration post - Article 370 abrogation. 

5. Liberty in Indian Constitution 

5.1 Constitutional Provisions 

• Article 19: Guarantees six freedoms: 

a. Speech and expression. 

b. Assembly. 

c. Association. 

d. Movement. 

e. Residence. 

f. Profession. 

o Restrictions: Subject to reasonable 

restrictions (e.g., public order, morality). 

• Article 21: Protects life and personal Liberty, 

expanded to include privacy (K.S. 

Puttaswamy, 2017) and dignity. 

ToppersNotes / 98282-86-909 8



  

  

 
  

• Article 22: Safeguards against arbitrary 

arrest and detention. 

5.2 Judicial Interpretations 

• Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India (1978): 

o Expanded Article 21 to include due 

process, ensuring Liberty is not curtailed 

without fair procedure. 

• K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India (2017): 

o Declared privacy a fundamental right 

under Article 21, reinforcing personal 

Liberty. 

• Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union of India (2018): 

o Decriminalized homosexuality, 

upholding sexual orientation as part of 

personal Liberty. 

5.3 Challenges to Liberty 

• Sedition Laws: Section 124A of IPC is 

criticized for curbing free speech. 

• Surveillance: Aadhaar and digital monitoring 

raise privacy concerns. 

• Emergency Powers: Historical misuse (e.g., 

1975 Emergency) threatened Liberty. 

• J&K Context: Internet shutdowns and PSA 

detentions post - 2019 raised Liberty 

concerns. 

6. Liberty in J&K Context 

6.1 Historical Perspective 

• Article 370 and 35A: 

o Granted J&K special status, ensuring 

regional Liberty (e.g., land and job rights 

for permanent residents). 

o Critics argued it restricted economic 

Liberty by limiting outside investment. 

• Accession to India (1947): Balanced regional 

autonomy with national integration, shaping 

Liberty debates. 

6.2 Post - 2019 Abrogation 

• J&K Reorganization Act, 2019: 

o Abrogated Article 370, integrating J&K 

fully with India. 

o Expanded individual Liberty (e.g., equal 

property rights) but sparked debates on 

regional autonomy. 

• Domiciliary Laws: Redefined permanent 

residency, impacting Citizenship and Liberty. 

• Security Measures: Public Safety Act (PSA) 

detentions and communication restrictions 

raised concerns about personal and political 

Liberty. 

6.3 Contemporary Issues 

• Freedom of Speech: Media restrictions and 

internet bans in J&K post - 2019. 

• Political Liberty: Delayed elections and 

centralized governance post - abrogation. 

• Social Liberty: Efforts to address gender and 

caste oppression through new policies. 

Conclusion 

This part provides an exhaustive exploration of 

Liberty’s theoretical foundations, covering 

definitions, types, thinkers, and frameworks. By 

mastering these perspectives, candidates can 

confidently tackle JK PSC questions on Liberty, 

from conceptual distinctions to Indian and J&K 

applications.  

1. Introduction to Liberty in Practice 

This part delves into the practical 

applications of Liberty in governance, law, 

and society, with a specific focus on India 

and Jammu & Kashmir (J&K). It examines 

how Liberty is enshrined in legal 

frameworks, challenged by state policies, 

and debated in contemporary contexts.  

This part covers: 

• Constitutional safeguards: Liberty in the 

Indian Constitution and judicial activism. 

Liberty - Applications and 

Contemporary Debates 
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• Practical challenges: Restrictions on free 

speech, privacy, and security measures. 

• J&K context: Impact of Article 370 

abrogation, security laws, and regional 

autonomy debates. 

• Contemporary debates: Digital surveillance, 

gender Liberty, and global indices. 

2. Liberty in the Indian Constitutional 

Framework 

2.1 Constitutional Provisions 

• Article 19: Protection of Certain Rights: 

o Guarantees six freedoms: 

▪ Speech and Expression: Includes 

press freedom and artistic 

expression. 

▪ Assembly: Peaceful assembly 

without arms. 

▪ Association: Forming unions or 

organizations. 

▪ Movement: Free movement across 

India. 

▪ Residence: Right to reside in any part 

of India. 

▪ Profession: Freedom to practice any 

occupation. 

o Restrictions: Subject to “reasonable 

restrictions” for public order, morality, 

sovereignty, or security. 

o Relevance: Frequently tested in PYQs, 

e.g., “How does Article 19 balance 

Liberty and restrictions?” (2020). 

• Article 21: Protection of Life and Personal 

Liberty: 

o States: “No person shall be deprived of 

his life or personal Liberty except 

according to procedure established by 

law.” 

o Expanded by judiciary to include: 

▪ Right to Privacy: Recognized in K.S. 

Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 

(2017). 

▪ Right to Dignity: Encompassing 

education, health, and livelihood. 

▪ Due Process: Procedure must be fair, 

just, and reasonable (Maneka Gandhi 

vs. Union of India, 1978). 

o Relevance: A PYQ hotspot, especially 

post - Puttaswamy. 

• Article 22: Protection Against Arbitrary 

Arrest: 

o Safeguards against detention without 

trial, including right to legal counsel and 

speedy trial. 

o Exceptions: Preventive detention laws 

(e.g., Public Safety Act in J&K). 

o Relevance: Tested in J&K - specific 

questions post - 2019. 

2.2 Judicial Interpretations 

• Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India (1978): 

o Issue: Passport impoundment without 

due process. 

o Ruling: Article 21 requires procedures to 

be fair, not just legal. Introduced “due 

process” into Indian law, expanding 

personal Liberty. 

o Impact: Strengthened safeguards against 

arbitrary state action. 

o PYQ Relevance: Questions like “How did 

Maneka Gandhi redefine Liberty?” (2021). 

• K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India (2017): 

o Issue: Challenge to Aadhaar’s mandatory 

linking, citing privacy violations. 

o Ruling: Declared privacy a fundamental 

right under Article 21, covering personal 

autonomy, data protection, and bodily 

integrity. 

o Impact: Limited state surveillance, 

reinforcing negative Liberty. 

o PYQ Relevance: Frequent in questions on 

privacy and Liberty (e.g., 2022). 

• Navtej Singh Johar vs. Union of India (2018): 
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o Issue: Decriminalization of Section 377 

(homosexuality). 

o Ruling: Upheld sexual orientation as part 

of personal Liberty under Article 21, 

promoting equality and dignity. 

o Impact: Expanded social Liberty for 

marginalized groups. 

o PYQ Relevance: Tested in questions on 

social Liberty and rights (e.g., 2023). 

• Shreya Singhal vs. Union of India (2015): 

o Issue: Challenge to Section 66A of IT Act 

for curbing online free speech. 

o Ruling: Struck down Section 66A as vague, 

protecting digital Liberty under Article 19. 

o Impact: Bolstered freedom of expression 

in the digital age. 

o PYQ Relevance: Appears in free speech 

questions (e.g., 2019). 

• J&K Context: Judicial interventions in J&K, 

such as habeas corpus petitions against PSA 

detentions, highlight Liberty’s legal 

protections but also limitations under 

security laws. 

2.3 Constitutional Challenges 

Despite robust provisions, Liberty faces 

constraints: 

• Reasonable Restrictions: Article 19’s 

freedoms are subject to state - imposed 

limits, often criticized as overly broad (e.g., 

sedition laws). 

• Preventive Detention: Laws like PSA in J&K 

allow detention without trial, curbing 

personal Liberty. 

• Emergency Powers: During the 1975 

Emergency, Liberty was suspended, 

highlighting constitutional vulnerabilities. 

• J&K Relevance: Post - 2019, restrictions on 

communication and movement in J&K raised 

Liberty concerns. 

3. Practical Challenges to Liberty in India 

3.1 Freedom of Speech and Expression 

• Legal Framework: Protected under Article 

19(1)(a), but restricted by: 

o Section 124A (Sedition): Criminalizes 

acts against the state, often used to 

silence dissent. 

o Section 153A (Promoting Enmity): 

Targets hate speech but can be misused. 

o IT Act, 2000: Regulates online content, 

with vague provisions chilling free 

speech. 

• Contemporary Issues: 

o Media Censorship: Pressure on 

journalists and media houses to align 

with state narratives. 

o Social media: Takedowns and arrests for 

critical posts (e.g., Disha Ravi’s arrest in 

2021 for a toolkit). 

o J&K Context: Media restrictions and 

internet shutdowns post - 2019 limited 

free expression. 

3.2 Right to Privacy 

• Post - Puttaswamy: Privacy is a fundamental 

right, but challenges persist: 

o Aadhaar: Mandatory linking for services 

raises data security concerns. 

o Surveillance: Pegasus spyware 

allegations (2021) highlighted state 

overreach. 

o Data Protection: The Digital Personal 

Data Protection Act, 2023, aims to 

regulate data but faces criticism for weak 

safeguards. 

• J&K Context: Extensive surveillance and 

internet bans (e.g., 4G suspension until 

2021) curtailed digital privacy. 

3.3 Security vs. Liberty 

• Laws: 

o Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

(UAPA): Broad definitions of “terrorism” 

allow prolonged detention. 

o Public Safety Act (PSA): Used extensively 

in J&K for preventive detention. 

• Issues: 
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o Arbitrary Arrests: Activists and 

journalists detained without clear 

charges. 

o J&K Context: Post - 2019, PSA detentions 

and communication curbs prioritized 

security over Liberty. 

• Debate: Balancing national security with 

individual freedoms remains contentious, 

especially in conflict zones like J&K. 

3.4 Social and Gender Liberty 

• Caste and Gender Oppression: 

o Caste: Dalits face social restrictions 

despite constitutional protections (e.g., 

Article 17). 

o Gender: Women encounter barriers to 

Liberty in public and private spheres 

(e.g., domestic violence, workplace 

harassment). 

• Legal Reforms: 

o Protection of Women from Domestic 

Violence Act, 2005: Enhances women’s 

social Liberty. 

o Navtej Singh Johar (2018): Advanced 

Liberty for LGBTQ+ communities. 

• J&K Context: Efforts to address gender 

oppression through new policies post - 2019, 

but cultural barriers persist. 

4. Liberty in J&K: Post - 2019 Dynamics 

4.1 Historical Context 

• Article 370 and 35A (1949–2019): 

o Granted J&K special status, ensuring 

regional Liberty through: 

▪ Exclusive land and job rights for 

permanent residents. 

▪ Autonomy in internal affairs. 

o Criticism: Restricted economic Liberty by 

limiting outside investment and 

integration. 

o PYQ Relevance: Questions on Article 

370’s impact on Liberty (e.g., 2022). 

• Accession to India (1947): Balanced regional 

autonomy with national unity, shaping 

Liberty debates. 

4.2 J&K Reorganization Act, 2019 

• Key Changes: 

o Abrogated Article 370 and 35A, making 

J&K a Union Territory under direct 

central control. 

o Removed permanent residency 

restrictions, expanding individual Liberty 

(e.g., property rights for non - residents). 

o Introduced domiciliary laws to redefine 

citizenship, impacting Liberty and 

Equality. 

• Impact on Liberty: 

o Positive: Enhanced economic Liberty by 

opening markets and opportunities. 

o Negative: Curtailed political Liberty 

through: 

▪ Centralized governance, delaying 

local elections. 

▪ Communication restrictions (e.g., 

internet shutdowns until 2021). 

▪ PSA detentions of political leaders 

and activists. 

• Debate: Autonomy vs. integration remains a 

flashpoint, with critics arguing that regional 

Liberty was sacrificed for national unity. 

4.3 Contemporary Issues in J&K 

• Freedom of Speech: 

o Media restrictions and journalist arrests 

post - 2019 limited Article 19 rights. 

o Internet bans (e.g., 552 days of 

shutdown, longest globally) curtailed 

digital expression. 

• Political Liberty: 

o Delayed assembly elections (until 2024) 

restricted democratic participation. 

o Central oversight reduced local 

autonomy, impacting self - governance. 

• Personal Liberty: 

o PSA and UAPA detentions raised 

concerns about arbitrary arrests. 

o Surveillance and security measures 

limited privacy. 

• Social Liberty: 

o Efforts to promote gender and caste equality 

through new policies, but implementation 

faces resistance. 
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5. Contemporary Debates on Liberty 

5.1 Digital Liberty and Surveillance 

• Global Context: Digital technologies enable 

both Liberty (e.g., online activism) and 

restrictions (e.g., state surveillance). 

• India: 

o Aadhaar: Links identity to services, 

raising privacy concerns despite 

Puttaswamy. 

o Pegasus Scandal (2021): Alleged 

targeting of activists and journalists. 

o Social Media Regulations: IT Rules, 2021, 

mandate content moderation, chilling 

free speech. 

• J&K: Prolonged internet shutdowns and 

surveillance post - 2019 made it a case study 

for digital Liberty debates. 

• Debate: Balancing cybersecurity with 

individual privacy remains unresolved. 

5.2 Gender and Social Liberty 

• Feminist Critique: Traditional Liberty 

concepts ignore gendered constraints (e.g., 

domestic oppression, workplace barriers). 

• India: 

o Legal Advances: Laws like the Sexual 

Harassment of Women at Workplace 

Act, 2013, promote gender Liberty. 

o Challenges: Rising violence against 

women and patriarchal norms limit 

progress. 

• J&K: Post - 2019 policies aim to empower 

women, but cultural and security issues 

hinder implementation. 

• Debate: Achieving substantive Liberty 

requires addressing structural inequalities. 

5.3 Liberty and Global Indices 

• Freedom House Index (2024): 

o India: Rated “Partly Free” (score: 

66/100), citing restrictions on free 

speech and minority rights. 

o J&K: Specific concerns about internet 

bans and detentions. 

• Human Freedom Index (2023): 

o India ranks 87th globally, with declining 

scores in rule of law and civil liberties. 

• Relevance: PYQs may ask candidates to 

analyze India’s Liberty rankings or compare 

with other democracies. 

• Debate: Global indices highlight tensions 

between state policies and individual 

freedoms. 

5.4 Liberty vs. Equality 

• Tension: Policies promoting Equality (e.g., 

reservations) may restrict Liberty (e.g., 

individual merit). 

• India: 

o Reservations: Enhance social Liberty for 

marginalized groups but face criticism for 

limiting economic Liberty. 

o J&K: New domiciliary laws post - 2019 

aim to balance regional Equality with 

individual Liberty. 

• Debate: Achieving both requires nuanced 

policies, a frequent PYQ theme. 

Conclusion 

This part provides a comprehensive analysis of 

Liberty’s practical applications and 

contemporary debates, covering constitutional 

safeguards, challenges, J&K dynamics, and 

global perspectives.  

1. Introduction to Equality 

Equality is a foundational concept in political 

theory, representing the principle of fairness 

in opportunities, resources, and treatment 

across individuals and groups. It seeks to 

address systemic disparities based on class, 

caste, gender, religion, or region, ensuring a 

just society.  

2. Meaning and Dimensions of Equality 

2.1 Definition 

Equality refers to the state where individuals 

or groups enjoy fair treatment, access to 

opportunities, and distribution of resources, 

free from arbitrary discrimination. As John 

Rawls states, Equality is “the principle that 

persons are to be treated as equals, with 

equal concern and respect.” It involves: 

Equality - Theories and Frameworks 
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• Absence of discrimination: Equal treatment 

under the law. 

• Access to opportunities: Fair chances to 

achieve potential. 

• Redressal of inequalities: Addressing 

structural barriers (e.g., caste, gender). 

• JK PSC Relevance: Questions often require 

defining Equality or distinguishing its types, 

citing thinkers like Rawls or Ambedkar. 

2.2 Types of Equality 

• Formal Equality: 

o Definition: Equality before the law, ensuring 

equal treatment regardless of status. 

o Key Thinker: John Locke emphasized legal 

equality in Two Treatises of Government. 

o Examples: Equal voting rights, non - 

discrimination in courts. 

o Criticism: Ignores structural inequalities 

(e.g., economic disparities). 

o Indian Context: Article 14 (equality 

before law). 

• Substantive Equality: 

o Definition: Addresses systemic 

inequalities through affirmative action or 

redistribution. 

o Key Thinker: John Rawls (A Theory of 

Justice) advocated for inequalities that 

benefit the least advantaged. 

o Examples: Reservation policies, wealth 

redistribution. 

o Criticism: May conflict with individual 

merit or Liberty. 

o Indian Context: Reservation for 

SC/ST/OBC, Article 15(4). 

• Equality of Opportunity: 

o Definition: Equal access to opportunities 

(e.g., education, jobs) without barriers. 

o Key Thinker: Amartya Sen (Development 

as Freedom) linked opportunities to 

capabilities. 

o Examples: Merit - based admissions, anti 

- discrimination laws. 

o Criticism: Assumes a level playing field, 

ignoring historical disadvantages. 

o Indian Context: Right to Education (RTE), 

Article 16. 

• Equality of Outcome: 

o Definition: Equal results or conditions for 

all, often through radical redistribution. 

o Key Thinker: Karl Marx advocated 

classless equality in Communist 

Manifesto. 

o Examples: Equal income or social status. 

o Criticism: Undermines incentives and 

individual differences. 

o Indian Context: Less emphasized but 

seen in socialist policies. 

2.3 Dimensions of Equality 

• Political Equality: Equal voting rights, 

representation, and participation. 

• Economic Equality: Fair distribution of 

wealth and resources. 

• Social Equality: Elimination of caste, gender, 

or religious discrimination. 

• Cultural Equality: Respect for diverse 

identities and practices. 

• Legal Equality: Equal treatment under the 

law. 

• JK PSC Focus: Questions often test political 

and social Equality, especially in Indian and 

J&K contexts. 

2.4 Equality in Indian Context 

• Constitutional Framework: 

o Article 14: Equality before law and equal 

protection of laws. 

o Article 15: Prohibits discrimination on 

grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or 

place of birth; allows affirmative action 

(15(4)). 

o Article 16: Equality of opportunity in 

public employment. 

o Directive Principles of State Policy 

(DPSP): Article 38 promotes social and 

economic Equality. 

• J&K Context: Post - 2019 abrogation of 

Article 370, new domiciliary laws aim to 

ensure Equality in jobs and land rights, but 

regional disparities persist. 
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3. Historical Evolution of Equality 

3.1 Ancient Perspectives 

• Plato (427–347 BCE): 

o In Republic, advocated proportional 

Equality, where individuals receive 

benefits based on their roles (e.g., 

philosophers rule, workers labor). 

o Critique: Hierarchical, not egalitarian. 

o Relevance: PYQs may ask about Plato’s 

Justice vs. Equality. 

• Aristotle (384–322 BCE): 

o In Politics, distinguished between 

numerical Equality (same for all) and 

proportional Equality (based on merit or 

contribution). 

o Key Idea: Equality for equals, inequality 

for unequals. 

o Relevance: Aristotle’s proportional Equality 

appears in comparative questions. 

3.2 Medieval Perspectives 

• Augustine (354–430 CE): Equality under 

God, but human inequalities (e.g., class) 

were divinely ordained. 

• Aquinas (1225–1274 CE): Natural law 

supported moral Equality, but social 

hierarchies were justified. 

• Relevance: Less common in JK PSC but may 

appear in historical questions. 

3.3 Modern Perspectives 

• John Locke (1632–1704): 

o In Two Treatises of Government, 

advocated formal Equality as a natural 

right, with all individuals equal before 

the law. 

o Key Idea: Equality stems from natural 

rights to life, liberty, and property. 

o Relevance: Locke’s ideas underpin 

Article 14 questions. 

• Jean - Jacques Rousseau (1712–1778): 

o In The Social Contract, argued that 

inequality arises from private property 

and social contracts must restore 

Equality through the general will. 

o Key Idea: Moral and political Equality via 

collective governance. 

o Relevance: Rousseau’s Equality is tested 

in Democracy questions. 

• Karl Marx (1818–1883): 

o In Communist Manifesto, called for 

equality of outcome by abolishing class 

distinctions and private property. 

o Key Idea: True Equality requires a 

classless society. 

o Relevance: Marx’s ideas appear in 

socialist policy questions. 

3.4 Contemporary Perspectives 

• John Rawls (1921–2002): 

o In A Theory of Justice, proposed two 

principles: 

▪ Equal basic liberties for all. 

▪ Difference principle: Inequalities are 

justified only if they benefit the least 

advantaged. 

o Key Idea: Justice as fairness ensures 

substantive Equality. 

o Relevance: Rawls is a PYQ favorite, 

especially for reservation policies. 

• Amartya Sen (1933–): 

o In Development as Freedom, linked 

Equality to capabilities, where individuals 

have equal opportunities to achieve 

valued functionings. 

o Key Idea: Equality requires enabling 

freedoms, not just resources. 

o Relevance: Sen’s capability approach is 

tested in social justice questions. 

• Ronald Dworkin (1931–2013): 

o In Taking Rights Seriously, argued for 

Equality of resources, where individuals 

start with equal shares adjusted for 

personal choices. 

o Key Idea: Equality balances individual 

responsibility and fairness. 

o Relevance: Dworkin’s ideas appear in 

theoretical questions. 

3.5 Indian Perspectives 

• B.R. Ambedkar (1891–1956): 

o Advocated substantive Equality for Dalits 

and marginalized groups through 

constitutional safeguards and affirmative 

action. 

o Key Idea: Equality requires dismantling 

caste oppression. 

o Relevance: Ambedkar’s views are critical 

for Indian and J&K questions. 
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• Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy (1879–1973): 

o Critiqued caste and gender inequalities, 

advocating radical social reforms for 

Equality. 

o Key Idea: Equality demands cultural and 

social transformation. 

o Relevance: Periyar’s ideas appear in 

social justice questions. 

• Jawaharlal Nehru (1889–1964): 

o Promoted economic and social Equality 

through socialism and secularism, 

ensuring equal opportunities for diverse 

communities. 

o Relevance: Nehru’s policies are tested in 

Equality and Democracy questions. 

4. Theoretical Frameworks of Equality 

4.1 Liberal Perspective 

• Core Idea: Equality is achieved through equal 

rights and opportunities within a legal 

framework. 

• Thinkers: Locke, Rawls, Dworkin. 

• Key Features: 

o Emphasis on formal Equality (e.g., Article 

14). 

o Support for affirmative action to achieve 

substantive Equality (e.g., Rawls’ 

difference principle). 

o Individual autonomy as central to 

Equality. 

• Indian Context: Reflected in Fundamental 

Rights and reservation policies. 

4.2 Marxist Perspective 

• Core Idea: Equality requires abolishing class 

structures and private property. 

• Thinkers: Marx, Engels. 

• Key Features: 

o Focus on equality of outcome through 

collectivization. 

o Critique of liberal Equality as 

perpetuating capitalist inequalities. 

• Indian Context: Influences land reforms and 

socialist policies in J&K. 

4.3 Feminist Perspective 

• Core Idea: Equality must address gendered 

inequalities in public and private spheres. 

• Thinkers: Mary Wollstonecraft, Iris Young. 

• Key Features: 

o Critique of patriarchal structures limiting 

women’s opportunities. 

o Demand for substantive Equality through 

gender - specific policies. 

• Indian Context: Seen in laws like the 

Domestic Violence Act, 2005. 

4.4 Capability Approach 

• Core Idea: Equality is about enabling 

individuals to achieve valued capabilities. 

• Thinker: Amartya Sen. 

• Key Features: 

o Focus on opportunities and freedoms, 

not just resources. 

o Emphasis on marginalized groups’ access 

to education and health. 

• Indian Context: Influences RTE and health 

policies. 

4.5 Indian Perspective 

• Core Idea: Equality is tied to social justice, 

anti - caste reforms, and inclusive 

development. 

• Thinkers: Ambedkar, Periyar, Nehru. 

• Key Features: 

o Emphasis on substantive Equality for 

marginalized communities. 

o Blend of legal, social, and economic 

reforms. 

• J&K Context: Post - 2019 policies aim for 

regional Equality, but caste and gender gaps 

persist. 

5. Equality in Indian Constitution 

5.1 Constitutional Provisions 

• Article 14: Ensures equality before law and 

equal protection of laws, prohibiting 

arbitrary discrimination. 

• Article 15: Prohibits discrimination; allows 

affirmative action for women, children, and 

backward classes (15(4)). 
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• Article 16: Equality of opportunity in public 

employment, with provisions for 

reservation. 

• Article 17: Abolishes untouchability, 

promoting social Equality. 

• DPSP: 

o Article 38: Promotes social, economic, 

and political Equality. 

o Article 39: Ensures equal pay and 

resource distribution. 

5.2 Judicial Interpretations 

• Indra Sawhney vs. Union of India (1992): 

o Issue: Validity of OBC reservations. 

o Ruling: Upheld 27% reservation but 

introduced the “creamy layer” exclusion, 

balancing Equality with merit. 

o Impact: Reinforced substantive Equality. 

o PYQ Relevance: Questions on 

reservation policies (e.g., 2019). 

• State of Madras vs. Champakam Dorairajan 

(1951): 

o Issue: Caste - based reservations in 

education. 

o Ruling: Led to Article 15(4), enabling 

affirmative action. 

o Impact: Expanded substantive Equality. 

• Vishaka vs. State of Rajasthan (1997): 

o Issue: Workplace sexual harassment. 

o Ruling: Established guidelines for gender 

Equality, promoting women’s Liberty and 

Equality. 

o PYQ Relevance: Gender Equality 

questions (e.g., 2021). 

5.3 Policy Frameworks 

• Reservation: For SC/ST/OBC in education, 

jobs, and legislatures (e.g., 73rd Amendment 

for Panchayats). 

• Right to Education (RTE), 2009: Ensures 

equal access to education (Article 21A). 

• MGNREGA: Promotes economic Equality 

through employment guarantees. 

• J&K Context: Post - 2019, reservation 

policies extended to J&K, but 

implementation faces regional challenges. 

6. Equality in J&K Context 

6.1 Historical Perspective 

• Article 370 and 35A: 

o Ensured regional Equality by reserving 

jobs and land for permanent residents. 

o Criticism: Created inequalities by 

excluding non - residents and limiting 

economic opportunities. 

• Land Reforms (1950s–70s): Promoted 

economic Equality by redistributing land to 

tillers, a model for India. 

• PYQ Relevance: Questions on J&K’s land 

reforms (e.g., 2020). 

6.2 Post - 2019 Abrogation 

• J&K Reorganization Act, 2019: 

o Extended reservation policies (e.g., SC/ST 

quotas) to J&K, promoting social 

Equality. 

o New domiciliary laws aim for Equality in 

jobs and education but sparked debates 

over regional identity. 

• Impact: 

o Positive: Enhanced access to 

opportunities for marginalized groups. 

o Negative: Regional disparities and 

cultural resistance hinder 

implementation. 

6.3 Contemporary Issues 

• Social Equality: Efforts to address caste and 

gender disparities, but traditional norms 

persist. 

• Economic Equality: Post - 2019 economic 

integration aims to reduce disparities, but 

unemployment remains high. 

• Political Equality: Delayed elections (until 

2024) limited equal participation. 

• PYQ Example (2023): “Discuss challenges to 

Equality in J&K post - 2019.” 

Conclusion 

This part provides an exhaustive exploration of 

Equality’s theoretical frameworks, covering 

definitions, types, thinkers, and philosophical 

perspectives.  
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