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Introduction To the Emergence of Psychology and Overview 

Introduction 

Psychology, as a scientific discipline, seeks to unravel the complexities of human behavior, cognition, 

emotions, and mental processes through systematic observation, experimentation, and theoretical 

inquiry. The UGC NET JRF Psychology exam, conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA), is one of 

India’s most prestigious and competitive examinations, assessing candidates’ eligibility for Assistant 

Professor positions and Junior Research Fellowships (JRF). This unit is critical for candidates, as it 

provides the conceptual framework for understanding the discipline’s evolution, its diverse 

methodologies, and its relevance to contemporary issues. 

1. Psychological Thought in Eastern Systems 

The syllabus highlights four major Eastern philosophical traditions that have shaped psychological 

thought: the Bhagavad Gita, Buddhism, Sufism, and Integral Yoga. These systems emphasize 

holistic approaches to understanding the human mind, focusing on self-knowledge, spirituality, and 

the integration of mental, emotional, and spiritual dimensions. 

• Bhagavad Gita: A 700-verse Hindu scripture within the Mahabharata, the Gita offers profound 

psychological insights through its teachings on duty (dharma), self-realization, and mental 

discipline. It introduces concepts like Karma Yoga (path of selfless action), Bhakti Yoga (path of 

devotion), Jnana Yoga (path of knowledge), and Dhyana Yoga (path of meditation), which are 

relevant to modern psychological concepts such as motivation, emotional regulation, and 

mindfulness. 

• Buddhism: Rooted in the teachings of Gautama Buddha, Buddhism provides a psychological 

framework through the Four Noble Truths (suffering, its cause, its cessation, and the path to 

liberation) and the Eightfold Path (ethical conduct, mental discipline, and wisdom). Its emphasis on 

mindfulness and impermanence has influenced contemporary therapies like Mindfulness-Based 

Cognitive Therapy (MBCT). 

• Sufism: A mystical branch of Islam, Sufism focuses on the inner journey toward divine connection, 

self-knowledge, and emotional transformation. Its practices, such as zikr (remembrance) and 

introspection, align with humanistic and transpersonal psychology. 

• Integral Yoga: Developed by Sri Aurobindo, Integral Yoga integrates mind, body, and spirit to 

achieve higher consciousness. It emphasizes self-discovery and transformation, offering insights 

into personality development and mental health. 

These Eastern systems contrast with Western psychology’s empirical focus, highlighting the primacy of 

subjective experience and spiritual growth. Questions in the UGC NET JRF exam often test candidates’ 

ability to compare these systems with Western theories or apply their concepts to modern 

psychological issues (e.g., stress management, self-actualization). 

UNIT 
 

EMERGENCE OF PSYCHOLOGY 

ToppersNotes / 9828-286-909 1

I 



  

  

 
  

Table 1: Overview of Eastern Psychological Systems 

System Core Concepts Psychological Relevance Modern Applications 

Bhagavad 

Gita 

Dharma, Karma Yoga, Self-

realization 

Motivation, emotional 

regulation 

Stress management, 

leadership theories 

Buddhism Four Noble Truths, 

Mindfulness 

Suffering, self-awareness MBCT, mindfulness-based 

interventions 

Sufism Divine love, Introspection Emotional transformation, self-

knowledge 

Humanistic psychology, 

therapy 

Integral 

Yoga 

Higher consciousness, 

Transformation 

Personality development, 

mental health 

Positive psychology, 

education 

2.  Academic Psychology in India 

The syllabus traces the evolution of academic psychology in India across several historical phases, 

addressing the colonial encounter, post-colonial developments, and the quest for a distinct 

disciplinary identity. 

• Pre-Independence Era (1850s–1947): Psychology in India emerged under colonial influence, with 

Western models introduced through institutions like Calcutta University (established 1916 as the 

first psychology department). Early pioneers like G.R.S. Rao focused on experimental psychology, 

but indigenous perspectives were marginalized. 

• Post-Independence Era (1947–1970s): After independence, psychology gained traction as a formal 

discipline, with new departments established (e.g., University of Allahabad). The 1970s marked a 

shift toward addressing social issues like poverty and education. 

• 1980s: Indigenization: Efforts to incorporate Indian philosophical concepts (e.g., Yoga, Ayurveda) 

into psychological research gained momentum, led by scholars like Durganand Sinha. 

• 1990s: Paradigmatic Concerns and Disciplinary Identity Crisis: Indian psychology struggled to 

define itself amidst Western dominance, leading to debates about relevance and methodology. 

• 2000s: Emergence of Indian Psychology: The 2000s saw a resurgence of interest in Indian 

psychology, with institutions like the Indian Psychology Institute promoting indigenous frameworks. 

Issues: 

• Colonial Encounter: British education systems sidelined Indian psychological traditions, prioritizing 

Western experimental methods. 

• Post-Colonialism: Post-independence efforts focused on reclaiming indigenous knowledge, but 

challenges like resource constraints persisted. 

• Lack of Distinct Disciplinary Identity: Indian psychology continues to grapple with integrating 

Eastern and Western paradigms. 

• Timeline of Academic Psychology in India 

o 1850s: Introduction of Western psychology under colonial rule 

o 1916: First psychology department at Calcutta University 

o 1947: Post-independence growth of psychology departments 

o 1970s: Focus on social issues (poverty, education) 

o 1980s: Indigenization movement (Durganand Sinha) 

o 1990s: Disciplinary identity crisis 

o 2000s: Emergence of Indian psychology (Indian Psychology Institute) 
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3.  Western Psychological Traditions 

The Western component of Unit 1 covers the historical evolution of psychology from ancient 

Greece to the modern period, including major schools and founding figures. 

• Greek Heritage: Philosophers like Socrates (introspection), Plato (dualism), and Aristotle 

(empiricism) laid the groundwork for psychological inquiry. 

• Medieval Period: Dominated by religious thought, with figures like St. Augustine exploring 

consciousness and free will. 

• Modern Period: The 19th century marked the birth of scientific psychology, with key schools: 

o Structuralism (Wilhelm Wundt): Focused on analyzing consciousness through introspection. 

o Functionalism (William James): Emphasized the purpose of mental processes in adaptation. 

o Psychoanalysis (Sigmund Freud): Explored the unconscious mind and psychosexual 

development. 

o Gestalt (Max Wertheimer): Studied perception and holistic processing. 

o Behaviorism (John B. Watson, B.F. Skinner): Focused on observable behavior and learning. 

o Humanistic-Existential (Carl Rogers, Abraham Maslow): Emphasized self-actualization and 

subjective experience. 

o Transpersonal: Explored spiritual dimensions of human experience. 

o Cognitive Revolution (1950s): Shifted focus to mental processes like memory and problem-

solving. 

o Multiculturalism: Recognized cultural influences on behavior and cognition. 

• Four Founding Paths: 

o Wilhelm Wundt: Established the first psychology laboratory (Leipzig, 1879), pioneered 

experimental psychology. 

o Sigmund Freud: Developed psychoanalysis, emphasizing the unconscious. 

o William James: Founded functionalism, authored Principles of Psychology (1890). 

o Wilhelm Dilthey: Advocated a humanistic approach, focusing on understanding (Verstehen). 

• Issues: The crisis in psychology arose from strict adherence to the experimental-analytical paradigm 

(logical empiricism), which neglected subjective and cultural dimensions. Indic influences, such as 

mindfulness, have helped address this crisis. 

Table 2: Major Western Psychological Schools 

School Founder(s) Core Focus Key Contribution 

Structuralism Wilhelm Wundt Elements of consciousness Experimental psychology 

Functionalism William James Purpose of mental processes Pragmatism, adaptation theories 

Psychoanalysis Sigmund Freud Unconscious mind Psychodynamic therapy 

Gestalt Max Wertheimer Holistic perception Perceptual organization 

Behaviorism Watson, Skinner Observable behavior Learning theories (conditioning) 

Humanistic Rogers, Maslow Self-actualization Client-centered therapy 

Cognitive Ulric Neisser Mental processes Cognitive psychology 

4.  Knowledge Paradigms in Psychology 

The syllabus emphasizes the role of knowledge paradigms in shaping psychological inquiry, 

covering ontology (nature of reality), epistemology (nature of knowledge), and methodology 

(methods of inquiry). 
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• Western Paradigms: 

o Positivism: Assumes reality is objective and knowable through empirical observation (e.g., 

behaviorism). 

o Post-Positivism: Acknowledges limitations of positivism, allowing for probabilistic knowledge 

(e.g., cognitive psychology). 

o Critical Perspective: Focuses on power dynamics and social change (e.g., feminist psychology). 

o Social Constructionism: Views reality as socially constructed (e.g., cultural psychology). 

o Existential Phenomenology: Emphasizes subjective experience and meaning (e.g., humanistic 

psychology). 

o Co-operative Enquiry: Involves collaborative research with participants. 

• Indian Paradigms: 

o Yoga: Focuses on self-discipline and union with the divine, emphasizing meditation and self-

awareness. 

o Bhagavad Gita: Advocates self-knowledge and balanced living. 

o Buddhism: Emphasizes mindfulness and liberation from suffering. 

o Sufism: Promotes spiritual introspection. 

o Integral Yoga: Integrates all aspects of human experience. 

• Key Issues: 

o Science and Spirituality: Indian paradigms bridge science (vidya) and ignorance (avidya), 

contrasting with Western empiricism. 

o Primacy of Self-Knowledge: Indian psychology prioritizes inner exploration, influencing modern 

positive psychology. 

o Paradigmatic Controversies: Debates between positivism and alternative paradigms continue 

to shape psychology. 

• Comparison of Western and Indian Paradigms 

o Western Paradigms: Positivism, Post-Positivism, Critical Perspective, Social Constructionism 

o Indian Paradigms: Yoga, Bhagavad Gita, Buddhism, Sufism, Integral Yoga 

o Overlap: Emphasis on subjective experience, holistic approaches 

Eastern Psychological Thought 

• Bhagavad Gita: 

o Context: Composed around 2nd century BCE, part of the Mahabharata’s Bhishma Parva. 

o Psychological Concepts: 

▪ Dharma: Duty aligned with one’s true nature, relevant to role theory in psychology. 

▪ Karma Yoga: Selfless action, linked to intrinsic motivation. 

▪ Self-Realization: Understanding the eternal self (Atman), akin to self-actualization. 

o Exam Relevance: Questions test specific concepts (e.g., types of yoga) or applications (e.g., 

stress management). 

• Buddhism: 

o Core Teachings: 

▪ Four Noble Truths: Suffering exists, arises from attachment, can be overcome, and the 

Eightfold Path leads to liberation. 

▪ Mindfulness: Non-judgmental awareness, foundational to MBCT. 

o Influence: Adopted in Western psychology (e.g., Jon Kabat-Zinn’s Mindfulness-Based Stress 

Reduction). 

o Exam Questions: Focus on definitions (e.g., Eightfold Path) or comparisons with Western 

therapies. 
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• Sufism: 

o Key Practices: Zikr (remembrance), meditation, and poetry (e.g., Rumi’s works). 

o Psychological Insights: Emotional regulation through divine love, self-knowledge through 

introspection. 

o Exam Relevance: Questions may compare Sufism with humanistic psychology. 

• Integral Yoga: 

o Sri Aurobindo’s Contribution: Integrated Eastern and Western thought, emphasizing 

transformation. 

o Applications: Education (e.g., Aurobindo’s schools), positive psychology. 

o Exam Questions: Focus on Aurobindo’s life (1872–1950) or concepts like higher consciousness. 

Academic Psychology in India 

• Pre-Independence: 

o Key Figures: G.R.S. Rao, N.N. Sengupta. 

o Institutions: Calcutta University (1916), Mysore University (1924). 

o Challenges: Western bias, lack of funding. 

• Post-Independence: 

o Growth: Departments at Allahabad, Delhi, and BHU. 

o 1970s: Socially relevant research (e.g., education, rural development). 

o 1980s: Indigenization by Durganand Sinha, focusing on Indian concepts. 

• 1990s–2000s: 

o Identity Crisis: Struggle to balance Western and Indian paradigms. 

o Indian Psychology: Emergence of journals (e.g., Psychological Studies), institutes (e.g., Indian 

Psychology Institute). 

Table 4: Milestones in Indian Psychology 

Period Key Developments Contributors 

Pre-Independence First department (Calcutta, 1916) G.R.S. Rao, N.N. Sengupta 

Post-Independence Socially relevant research (1970s) Durganand Sinha 

1980s Indigenization movement Durganand Sinha 

1990s Disciplinary identity crisis Various scholars 

2000s Indian Psychology Institute K. Ramakrishna Rao 

Western Psychological Traditions 

• Greek Heritage: 

o Socrates: Introspection as a method of self-knowledge. 

o Plato: Dualism (body vs. soul), influencing later consciousness studies. 

o Aristotle: Empiricism, theories of memory and emotion. 

• Medieval Period: 

o St. Augustine: Explored free will and consciousness, bridging philosophy and psychology. 

o Scholasticism: Integrated religious and philosophical inquiry. 

• Modern Schools: 

o Structuralism: Wundt’s laboratory experiments (e.g., reaction time). 

o Functionalism: James’s focus on adaptation, influenced educational psychology. 

o Psychoanalysis: Freud’s stages of psychosexual development (oral, anal, phallic, latency, 

genital). 

o Behaviorism: Skinner’s operant conditioning (reinforcement, punishment). 
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5. Evolution of Western Psychology 

• Ancient Greece (400 BCE): Socrates, Plato, Aristotle 

• Medieval Period (400–1400 CE): St. Augustine 

• Modern Period (1800s): Wundt’s laboratory (1879) 

• Early Schools: Structuralism, Functionalism, Psychoanalysis 

• 20th Century: Behaviorism, Cognitive Revolution 

Knowledge Paradigms 

• Ontology: 

o Definition: Study of the nature of reality (e.g., objective vs. subjective). 

o Western: Positivism assumes a single, objective reality. 

o Indian: Yoga views reality as interconnected (Brahman). 

• Epistemology: 

o Definition: Study of how knowledge is acquired. 

o Western: Empiricism (observation) vs. rationalism (reason). 

o Indian: Introspection and meditation as valid methods. 

• Methodology: 

o Western: Experimental methods (e.g., lab studies). 

o Indian: Qualitative methods (e.g., self-observation in Yoga). 

Table 5: Western vs. Indian Paradigms 

Aspect Western Paradigms Indian Paradigms 

Ontology Objective reality (Positivism) Interconnected reality (Yoga) 

Epistemology Empiricism, Rationalism Introspection, Meditation 

Methodology Experimental, Quantitative Qualitative, Experiential 

Introduction 

The Bhagavad Gita, a 700-verse Hindu scripture embedded within the epic Mahabharata (Bhishma 

Parva, chapters 23–40), is one of the most profound philosophical and spiritual texts in Indian tradition. 

Composed around the 2nd century BCE, it presents a dialogue between Prince Arjuna and Lord Krishna, 

who serves as his charioteer and divine guide, on the battlefield of Kurukshetra. Beyond its religious 

significance, the Gita offers deep psychological insights into human behavior, emotions, cognition, and 

mental discipline, making it a cornerstone of Eastern psychological thought in the Psychology. Its 

teachings on self-realization, duty (dharma), and the paths of yoga (Karma, Bhakti, Jnana, and Dhyana) 

resonate with modern psychological concepts such as motivation, emotional regulation, stress 

management, and self-actualization. 

Scope of Psychological Thought in the Bhagavad Gita 

The Bhagavad Gita’s psychological relevance lies in its holistic approach to understanding the human 

mind, addressing existential dilemmas, emotional conflicts, and the pursuit of mental equilibrium.  

• Self-Realization: Understanding the eternal self (Atman) and its distinction from the physical body 

and mind, akin to self-actualization in humanistic psychology. 

• Dharma: Duty aligned with one’s true nature, influencing motivation and role theory. 
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• Paths of Yoga: 

o Karma Yoga: Selfless action without attachment to outcomes, linked to intrinsic motivation. 

o Bhakti Yoga: Devotion and surrender to a higher power, fostering emotional resilience. 

o Jnana Yoga: Knowledge and self-inquiry, promoting cognitive clarity. 

o Dhyana Yoga: Meditation and concentration, foundational to mindfulness practices. 

• Emotional Regulation: Managing desires, anger, and fear to achieve mental stability. 

• Stress Management: Coping with existential crises, as exemplified by Arjuna’s battlefield dilemma. 

These themes are tested in the UGC NET JRF exam through questions on specific concepts (e.g., types 

of yoga), comparisons with Western theories (e.g., Karma Yoga vs. self-determination theory), and 

applications in modern contexts (e.g., stress reduction). This chapter expands on each theme, providing 

historical context, theoretical analysis, and exam-oriented insights. 

Historical and Cultural Context of the Bhagavad Gita 

To fully appreciate the Gita’s psychological contributions, it is essential to understand its historical and 

cultural backdrop: 

• Historical Context: 

o Composed around the 2nd century BCE, during a period of philosophical and religious ferment 

in ancient India. 

o Part of the Mahabharata, attributed to the sage Vyasa, reflecting the socio-political tensions of 

the Kuru dynasty. 

o Emerged during the rise of heterodox traditions (e.g., Buddhism, Jainism), synthesizing Vedic 

and Upanishadic thought. 

• Cultural Context: 

o Rooted in Sanatana Dharma (Hinduism), emphasizing universal principles like truth, duty, and 

liberation (moksha). 

o Addressed the warrior class (Kshatriyas), with Arjuna as a prototype, but its teachings are 

universal. 

o Influenced by earlier texts like the Upanishads, which explored the nature of the self and 

consciousness. 

• Psychological Relevance: 

o The Gita’s dialogue format mirrors a therapeutic process, with Krishna guiding Arjuna through 

cognitive and emotional turmoil. 

o Its emphasis on self-knowledge aligns with Indian psychology’s focus on inner exploration, 

contrasting with Western empiricism. 

Table 1: Historical Context of the Bhagavad Gita 

Aspect Details 

Time Period 2nd century BCE 

Textual Source Mahabharata, Bhishma Parva, Chapters 23–40 

Author Attributed to Vyasa 

Philosophical Roots Vedic, Upanishadic, and early Yogic traditions 

Cultural Setting Kuru dynasty, warrior class (Kshatriyas), universal ethical dilemmas 

Core Psychological Concepts in the Bhagavad Gita 

The Bhagavad Gita offers a rich tapestry of psychological concepts that address the human condition. 

Below, each concept is explored in detail, with subheadings for clarity, examples, and connections to 

modern psychology. 
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1.  Self-Realization and the Concept of Atman 

• Definition: Self-realization in the Gita involves recognizing the eternal self (Atman), which is distinct 

from the physical body, mind, and ego. The Atman is unchanging, immortal, and connected to the 

universal consciousness (Brahman). 

• Key Verses: 

o Chapter 2, Verse 20: “The soul is neither born, nor does it ever die; nor having once existed, 

does it ever cease to be.” 

o Chapter 2, Verse 23: “Weapons cannot cleave the soul, nor can fire burn it.” 

• Psychological Implications: 

o Encourages detachment from transient aspects of identity (e.g., material possessions, 

emotions), fostering resilience. 

o Aligns with humanistic psychology’s concept of self-actualization (Maslow), where individuals 

realize their true potential. 

o Promotes existential clarity, helping individuals confront fears of mortality and loss. 

• Modern Applications: 

o Therapy: Used in existential therapy to address fears of death and meaninglessness. 

o Positive Psychology: Enhances well-being by focusing on intrinsic values over external 

achievements. 

• Exam Relevance: Questions often test the definition of Atman or its comparison with Western 

concepts (e.g., self-concept in Rogers’ theory). Example (2023 PYQ): “In the Bhagavad Gita, the 

eternal self is referred to as: A) Ego B) Atman C) Mind D) Body.” (Answer: B). 

2.  Dharma: Duty and Role Theory 

• Definition: Dharma refers to one’s righteous duty, aligned with personal nature (swadharma) and 

cosmic order. For Arjuna, it meant fulfilling his role as a warrior despite moral dilemmas. 

• Key Verses: 

o Chapter 3, Verse 35: “Better is one’s own duty, though imperfect, than the duty of another well 

performed.” 

• Psychological Implications: 

o Provides a framework for role theory, where individuals find purpose through socially 

prescribed roles. 

o Enhances motivation by aligning actions with intrinsic values, similar to self-determination 

theory (Deci & Ryan). 

o Reduces conflict by clarifying ethical responsibilities. 

• Modern Applications: 

o Organizational Psychology: Guides leadership and role clarity in workplaces. 

o Counseling: Helps clients resolve role conflicts (e.g., work-life balance). 

• Exam Relevance: Questions focus on the concept of dharma or its psychological applications.  

Example (2022 PYQ):  

Q. In the Bhagavad Gita, swadharma refers to:  

A) Universal law     B) Personal duty 

C) Social order     D) Spiritual liberation. 

Ans.B) Personal duty 
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3.  Paths of Yoga 
The Gita outlines four paths of yoga, each offering a psychological approach to self-discipline and 

mental health. These paths are central to the syllabus and frequently tested in the exam. 

a.  Karma Yoga: The Path of Selfless Action 

• Definition: Karma Yoga involves performing actions without attachment to outcomes, emphasizing 
duty over personal gain. 

• Key Verses: 
o Chapter 3, Verse 19: “Therefore, without attachment, perform always the work that is to be 

done.” 

• Psychological Implications: 
o Promotes intrinsic motivation, as individuals focus on the process rather than rewards. 
o Reduces stress by detaching from success or failure, akin to cognitive-behavioral techniques. 
o Encourages altruism, aligning with prosocial behavior studies. 

• Modern Applications: 
o Workplace Motivation: Enhances employee engagement by focusing on purpose-driven work. 
o Stress Management: Used in mindfulness-based interventions to reduce performance anxiety. 

• Exam Relevance: Questions test the definition of Karma Yoga or its comparison with Western 
theories (e.g., intrinsic vs. extrinsic motivation).  

Example (2021 PYQ):  
Q.  Karma Yoga in the Bhagavad Gita emphasizes:  

A) Devotion     B) Knowledge  
 C) Selfless action     D) Meditation.  
Ans. C) Selfless action 

b.  Bhakti Yoga: The Path of Devotion 

• Definition: Bhakti Yoga involves surrendering to a higher power through love and devotion, 
fostering emotional resilience. 

• Key Verses: 
o Chapter 9, Verse 22: “To those who worship Me with devotion, I protect and provide.” 

• Psychological Implications: 
o Enhances emotional regulation by channeling emotions toward a higher purpose. 
o Builds social support through community worship, similar to group therapy dynamics. 
o Aligns with positive psychology’s focus on gratitude and meaning. 

• Modern Applications: 
o Mental Health: Used in spiritually oriented therapies to address depression. 
o Community Psychology: Strengthens social bonds through collective practices. 

• Exam Relevance: Questions focus on Bhakti Yoga’s emotional aspects or its comparison with 
humanistic psychology.  

Example (2024 PYQ):  
Q. Bhakti Yoga in the Gita is primarily associated with:  
 A) Action     B) Devotion  
 C) Knowledge    D) Meditation. 
Ans. B) Devotion  

c. Jnana Yoga: The Path of Knowledge 

• Definition: Jnana Yoga involves self-inquiry and intellectual discrimination (viveka) to realize the 
true self. 

• Key Verses: 
o Chapter 4, Verse 38: “There is nothing as purifying as knowledge.” 
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• Psychological Implications: 

o Promotes cognitive clarity by distinguishing between reality and illusion (maya). 

o Enhances critical thinking, akin to cognitive psychology’s focus on metacognition. 

o Reduces anxiety by fostering acceptance of impermanence. 

• Modern Applications: 

o Cognitive Therapy: Used to challenge irrational beliefs. 

o Education: Encourages reflective learning and self-awareness. 

• Exam Relevance: Questions test Jnana Yoga’s focus on knowledge or its comparison with cognitive 

theories.  

Example (2022 PYQ):  

Q. Jnana Yoga emphasizes:  

A) Devotion     B) Selfless action  

C) Self-inquiry     D) Meditation. 

Ans: C). 

d. Dhyana Yoga: The Path of Meditation 

• Definition: Dhyana Yoga involves meditation and concentration to achieve mental stillness and self-

awareness. 

• Key Verses: 

o Chapter 6, Verse 16: “Yoga is not for one who eats too much or too little, nor for one who 

sleeps too much or too little.” 

• Psychological Implications: 

o Enhances attention and focus, aligning with mindfulness-based cognitive therapy (MBCT). 

o Reduces stress by calming the mind, similar to relaxation techniques. 

o Promotes self-regulation, akin to executive functioning in neuropsychology. 

• Modern Applications: 

o Clinical Psychology: Used in mindfulness-based stress reduction (MBSR). 

o Neuropsychology: Linked to changes in brain activity (e.g., prefrontal cortex activation). 

• Exam Relevance: Questions focus on Dhyana Yoga’s meditative practices or their influence on 

modern therapies.  

Example (2023 PYQ):  

Q. Dhyana Yoga in the Gita is most closely related to:  

A) Devotion     B) Meditation  

C) Action      D) Knowledge. 

Ans: B). 

Table 2: Paths of Yoga in the Bhagavad Gita 

Path Core Principle Psychological Focus Modern Application 

Karma Yoga Selfless action Intrinsic motivation, stress 

reduction 

Workplace engagement, stress 

management 

Bhakti Yoga Devotion and 

surrender 

Emotional resilience, social 

bonding 

Spiritual therapy, community 

psychology 

Jnana Yoga Self-inquiry, 

knowledge 

Cognitive clarity, metacognition Cognitive therapy, reflective 

learning 

Dhyana Yoga Meditation, 

concentration 

Attention, stress reduction MBSR, MBCT, neuropsychology 
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4. Emotional Regulation 

• Definition: The Gita provides strategies for managing emotions like desire, anger, and fear to 

achieve mental equilibrium. 

• Key Verses: 

o Chapter 2, Verse 62–63: “From attachment arises desire, from desire arises anger, from anger 

arises delusion.” 

• Psychological Implications: 

o Describes a chain of emotional escalation, similar to cognitive-behavioral models of emotional 

dysregulation. 

o Advocates detachment and mindfulness to break this cycle, aligning with DBT (Dialectical 

Behavior Therapy). 

o Promotes equanimity (samatva), akin to emotional intelligence (Goleman). 

• Modern Applications: 

o Therapy: Used in CBT to manage anger and anxiety. 

o Leadership: Enhances decision-making under emotional stress. 

• Exam Relevance: Questions test the Gita’s emotional regulation strategies or their comparison with 

Western models.  

Example (2021 PYQ):  

Q. The Gita’s approach to emotional regulation emphasizes:  

 A) Suppression    B) Detachment  

 C) Expression     D) Avoidance. 

Answer: (B) 

5. Stress Management 

• Definition: The Gita addresses stress through Arjuna’s battlefield crisis, offering strategies to cope 

with existential dilemmas. 

• Key Verses: 

o Chapter 2, Verse 14: “The impermanent has no reality; reality lies in the eternal.” 

• Psychological Implications: 

o Encourages cognitive reframing to view challenges as transient, similar to stress inoculation 

training. 

o Promotes acceptance and surrender, reducing anxiety about uncontrollable outcomes. 

o Aligns with resilience theories, emphasizing adaptability. 

• Modern Applications: 

o Clinical Psychology: Used in stress management programs. 

o Organizational Behavior: Helps employees cope with workplace pressure. 

• Exam Relevance: Questions focus on Arjuna’s crisis or stress management techniques.  

Example (2024 PYQ):  

Q. Arjuna’s dilemma in the Gita is resolved through:  

A) Action      B) Knowledge  

C) Devotion     D) All of the above. 

Answer: (D) 
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Emotional Regulation in the Bhagavad Gita 

Attachment → Desire → Anger → Delusion → Loss of Discrimination 

Intervention: Detachment, Mindfulness, Equanimity → Mental Stability 

Relevance to Modern Psychology 

The Bhagavad Gita’s psychological insights have significant applications in modern psychology, bridging 

Eastern and Western paradigms. Below, key areas of relevance are discussed, with comparisons to 

Western theories and exam-oriented insights. 

1.  Comparison with Western Psychological Theories 

• Humanistic Psychology: 

o Similarity: The Gita’s emphasis on self-realization parallels Maslow’s self-actualization and 

Rogers’ fully functioning person. 

o Difference: The Gita integrates spirituality, viewing the self as eternal (Atman), while 

humanistic psychology focuses on secular growth. 

o Exam Question:  

Example (2022 PYQ):  

Q. The Gita’s concept of self-realization is most similar to:  

A) Freud’s ego     B) Maslow’s self-actualization  

C) Skinner’s reinforcement   D) Watson’s behaviorism. 

Answer: (B) 

• Cognitive Psychology: 

o Similarity: Jnana Yoga’s focus on self-inquiry aligns with metacognition and cognitive 

restructuring in CBT. 

o Difference: The Gita emphasizes spiritual knowledge, while cognitive psychology is empirical. 

o Exam Question:  

Example (2023 PYQ):  
Q. Jnana Yoga’s self-inquiry is akin to which Western concept?  

A) Conditioning    B) Metacognition  

C) Unconscious drives   D) Perception. 

Answer: (B) 

• Behavioral Psychology: 

o Similarity: Karma Yoga’s focus on action without attachment resembles behavior modification 

without external rewards. 

o Difference: The Gita’s spiritual motivation contrasts with behaviorism’s focus on observable 

outcomes. 

o Exam Question: Example (2021 PYQ): “Karma Yoga’s selfless action is least similar to: A) 

Intrinsic motivation B) Operant conditioning C) Self-determination D) Altruism.” (Answer: B). 

• Mindfulness-Based Therapies: 

o Similarity: Dhyana Yoga’s meditation practices are foundational to MBSR and MBCT. 

o Difference: The Gita integrates meditation with spiritual goals, while Western therapies focus 

on secular outcomes. 

o Exam Question: Example (2024 PYQ): “Dhyana Yoga influenced which modern therapy? A) 

Psychoanalysis B) MBCT C) Behavior therapy D) Gestalt therapy.” (Answer: B). 
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Table 3: Comparison of Gita’s Concepts with Western Theories 

Gita Concept Western Theory Similarity Difference 

Self-

Realization 

Humanistic (Maslow, 

Rogers) 

Focus on personal growth Gita’s spiritual (Atman) focus 

Jnana Yoga Cognitive Psychology Self-inquiry, 

metacognition 

Spiritual vs. empirical focus 

Karma Yoga Behavioral Psychology Action without reward Spiritual vs. observable 

outcomes 

Dhyana Yoga Mindfulness Therapies Meditation, stress 

reduction 

Spiritual vs. secular goals 

2. Applications in Mental Health 

• Stress and Anxiety: 

o The Gita’s teachings on detachment and meditation are used in mindfulness-based 

interventions to reduce stress. 

o Example: MBSR programs incorporate Gita-inspired practices to manage workplace stress. 

• Depression: 

o Bhakti Yoga’s focus on devotion provides meaning and social support, reducing depressive 

symptoms. 

o Example: Spiritually oriented therapies use Gita principles to address existential despair. 

• Emotional Regulation: 

o The Gita’s chain of emotional escalation (attachment → desire → anger) informs CBT 

techniques for anger management. 

o Example: Therapists use Gita-based detachment to help clients manage impulsive behaviors. 

Figure : Applications of Gita in Mental Health 

 

3. Applications in Organizational Psychology 

• Leadership: 

o Karma Yoga’s selfless action inspires transformational leadership, where leaders prioritize team 

goals. 

o Example: Indian corporate training programs use Gita principles to foster ethical leadership. 
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• Motivation: 

o Dharma and Karma Yoga align with self-determination theory, enhancing intrinsic motivation. 

o Example: Employees trained in Gita-based principles show higher engagement. 

• Conflict Resolution: 

o The Gita’s emphasis on equanimity helps managers resolve workplace conflicts. 

o Example: HR workshops use Gita teachings to promote emotional intelligence. 

Conclusion 

The Bhagavad Gita is a treasure trove of psychological wisdom, offering insights into self-realization, 

duty, emotional regulation, and stress management. Its teachings on Karma, Bhakti, Jnana, and Dhyana 

Yoga provide a holistic framework for understanding the human mind, with applications in modern 

psychology, from mindfulness therapies to organizational leadership.  

Psychological Insights from Buddhism 

Introduction 

Buddhism, founded by Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha) in the 5th century BCE in ancient India, is a 

spiritual and philosophical tradition that offers profound psychological insights into the human mind, 

emotions, and behavior. Rooted in the principles of understanding suffering, cultivating mindfulness, 

and achieving liberation, Buddhism provides a systematic framework for addressing mental distress 

and fostering well-being. Its core teachings, such as the Four Noble Truths, the Eightfold Path, and the 

practice of mindfulness, have significant parallels with modern psychological theories and therapies, 

making it a critical component of the UGC NET JRF Psychology syllabus under Unit 1: Emergence of 

Psychology. 

Scope of Psychological Insights from Buddhism 

The UGC NET JRF syllabus highlights Buddhism as one of the major Eastern systems, emphasizing its 

contributions to psychological thought. Buddhist psychology focuses on understanding the nature of 

suffering (dukkha), the causes of mental distress, and the path to liberation through self-awareness 

and ethical living. Key psychological themes include: 

• Four Noble Truths: A diagnostic framework for understanding suffering, its cause, its cessation, and 

the path to liberation. 

• Eightfold Path: A practical guide to ethical conduct, mental discipline, and wisdom, promoting 

psychological well-being. 

• Mindfulness (Sati): Non-judgmental awareness of the present moment, foundational to modern 

mindfulness-based interventions. 

• Impermanence (Anicca): The transient nature of all phenomena, reducing attachment and anxiety. 

• Non-Self (Anatta): The absence of a permanent self, challenging ego-centric views and fostering 

humility. 

• Compassion (Karuna) and Loving-Kindness (Metta): Cultivating empathy and positive emotions, 

aligning with positive psychology. 

These themes are tested in the UGC NET JRF exam through questions on definitions (e.g., Four Noble 

Truths), comparisons with Western theories (e.g., mindfulness vs. cognitive therapy), and applications 

in mental health (e.g., Mindfulness-Based Cognitive Therapy). This chapter expands on each theme, 

providing historical context, theoretical analysis, and exam-oriented insights. 
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Historical and Cultural Context of Buddhism 

To appreciate Buddhist psychology, it is essential to understand its historical and cultural origins: 

• Historical Context: 

o Founded by Siddhartha Gautama (circa 563–483 BCE), born in Lumbini (modern-day Nepal). 

o After achieving enlightenment under the Bodhi tree in Bodh Gaya, Gautama became the 

Buddha (“Awakened One”) and taught for 45 years. 

o Buddhism emerged during a period of social and religious upheaval in ancient India, challenging 

Vedic rituals and caste hierarchies. 

o Spread across Asia (e.g., Sri Lanka, Thailand, China) through missionary efforts, notably by 

Emperor Ashoka (3rd century BCE). 

• Cultural Context: 

o Rooted in Indian philosophical traditions, drawing from Upanishadic concepts of karma and 

liberation but rejecting ritualism. 

o Emphasized universal ethics and accessibility, appealing to diverse social groups, including 

merchants and the marginalized. 

o Developed into various schools, such as Theravada (focused on individual liberation) and 

Mahayana (emphasizing compassion and collective liberation). 

• Psychological Relevance: 

o Buddhism’s emphasis on introspection and mental training aligns with Indian psychology’s focus 

on self-knowledge. 

o Its empirical approach to suffering (observe, analyze, resolve) parallels scientific methods, 

making it relevant to modern psychology. 

Table 1: Historical Context of Buddhism 

Aspect Details 

Founder Siddhartha Gautama (563–483 BCE) 

Key Event Enlightenment at Bodh Gaya, 5th century BCE 

Philosophical Roots Upanishadic concepts, rejection of Vedic ritualism 

Cultural Setting Ancient India, social upheaval, universal ethics 

Major Schools Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana 

1. Timeline of Buddhism’s Development 

o 563 BCE: Birth of Siddhartha Gautama 

o 528 BCE: Enlightenment at Bodh Gaya 

o 483 BCE: Buddha’s Parinirvana (death) 

o 3rd century BCE: Ashoka’s missionary efforts 

o 1st century CE: Spread to Southeast Asia 

o 5th century CE: Mahayana texts formalized 

Core Psychological Concepts in Buddhism 

Buddhist psychology offers a systematic approach to understanding and alleviating mental suffering. 

Below, each concept is explored in detail, with subheadings, examples, and connections to modern 

psychology. 

1. Four Noble Truths 

The Four Noble Truths form the cornerstone of Buddhist psychology, providing a diagnostic 

framework for understanding suffering and its resolution. 
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• First Truth: Suffering (Dukkha): 
o Definition: Life is inherently marked by suffering, including physical pain, emotional distress, 

and existential dissatisfaction. 

o Psychological Implications: 
▪ Acknowledges universal human experiences like anxiety, grief, and frustration. 

▪ Aligns with clinical psychology’s focus on identifying mental health issues. 

o Key Texts: Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta (Buddha’s first sermon). 
o Exam Relevance: Questions test the definition of dukkha.  

Example (2023 PYQ):  

Q. The First Noble Truth in Buddhism refers to:  
A) Suffering    B) Liberation  

C) Desire     D) Mindfulness. 
(Answer: A) 

• Second Truth: Cause of Suffering (Samudaya): 
o Definition: Suffering arises from craving (tanha), including desire for pleasure, existence, or 

non-existence. 
o Psychological Implications: 

▪ Links suffering to attachment, similar to cognitive-behavioral models of maladaptive 

thoughts. 
▪ Highlights the role of desire in emotional dysregulation. 

o Modern Applications: Used in addiction therapy to address compulsive behaviors. 
o Exam Relevance: Questions focus on tanha.  

Example (2022 PYQ): 

Q. The cause of suffering in Buddhism is:  
A) Ignorance     B) Craving  

C) Karma      D) Attachment 

(Answer: B). 

• Third Truth: Cessation of Suffering (Nirodha): 
o Definition: Suffering can be overcome by eliminating craving, leading to liberation (nirvana). 

o Psychological Implications: 
▪ Offers hope for change, akin to therapeutic goals of recovery. 

▪ Emphasizes detachment, similar to acceptance and commitment therapy (ACT). 

o Modern Applications: Used in mindfulness therapies to foster acceptance. 
o Exam Relevance: Questions test the concept of nirvana.  

Example (2021 PYQ):  

Q. Nirodha in Buddhism refers to:  

A) Suffering     B) Cessation of suffering  

C) Path to liberation    D) Craving. 
 (Answer: B). 

• Fourth Truth: Path to Cessation (Magga): 
o Definition: The Eightfold Path provides a practical guide to end suffering through ethical 

conduct, mental discipline, and wisdom. 
o Psychological Implications: 

▪ Offers a structured approach to behavior change, similar to cognitive-behavioral therapy 

(CBT). 
▪ Promotes holistic well-being, aligning with positive psychology. 

o Exam Relevance: Questions link the Fourth Truth to the Eightfold Path.  
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Example (2024 PYQ):  
Q. The Fourth Noble Truth is associated with:  

A) Suffering     B) Craving  
C) Eightfold Path     D) Nirvana. 

(Answer: C) 

Table 2: Four Noble Truths 

Truth Concept Psychological Focus Modern Application 

Dukkha Suffering Acknowledging distress Clinical diagnosis, therapy 

Samudaya Cause (craving) Identifying maladaptive desires Addiction therapy, CBT 

Nirodha Cessation Hope for recovery Mindfulness, ACT 

Magga Eightfold Path Structured behavior change CBT, positive psychology 

2. Four Noble Truths Framework 
 Suffering (Dukkha) → Cause (Craving) → Cessation (Nirodha) → Path (Eightfold Path) 

2.  Eightfold Path 
The Eightfold Path is a practical guide to ethical living, mental discipline, and wisdom, divided into 
three categories: Wisdom (Prajna), Ethical Conduct (Sila), and Mental Discipline (Samadhi). 

• Wisdom: 
o Right View: Understanding the Four Noble Truths and the nature of reality. 

▪ Psychological Implication: Promotes cognitive clarity, akin to metacognition. 
▪ Exam Question:  

Example (2022 PYQ):  
Q. Right View involves understanding: 

A) Karma      B) Four Noble Truths  
C) Meditation     D) Ethics. 

(Answer: B). 
o Right Intention: Cultivating wholesome intentions (e.g., compassion, renunciation). 

▪ Psychological Implication: Enhances emotional regulation, similar to positive psychology’s 
focus on intentionality. 

▪ Exam Question:  

Example (2023 PYQ):  
Q. Right Intention includes:  

A) Harmfulness    B) Compassion  
C) Attachment     D) Ignorance. 

(Answer: B). 

• Ethical Conduct: 
o Right Speech: Truthful, kind, and constructive communication. 

▪ Psychological Implication: Reduces interpersonal conflict, aligning with social psychology. 
o Right Action: Ethical behavior, avoiding harm (e.g., non-violence). 

▪ Psychological Implication: Promotes prosocial behavior, similar to altruism studies. 
o Right Livelihood: Earning a living ethically, avoiding harm. 

▪ Psychological Implication: Enhances workplace well-being, akin to organizational psychology. 

• Mental Discipline: 
o Right Effort: Cultivating positive mental states and overcoming negative ones. 

▪ Psychological Implication: Aligns with self-regulation theories. 
o Right Mindfulness: Non-judgmental awareness of the present moment. 

▪ Psychological Implication: Foundational to mindfulness-based therapies. 
o Right Concentration: Focused meditation to achieve mental clarity. 

▪ Psychological Implication: Enhances attention, similar to neuropsychological studies of focus. 
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Table 3: Eightfold Path 

Category Element Psychological Focus Modern Application 

Wisdom Right View Cognitive clarity Metacognition, education 

Wisdom Right Intention Emotional regulation Positive psychology 

Ethical Conduct Right Speech Interpersonal harmony Social psychology 

Ethical Conduct Right Action Prosocial behavior Altruism, community psychology 

Ethical Conduct Right Livelihood Workplace well-being Organizational psychology 

Mental 

Discipline 

Right Effort Self-regulation CBT, self-control strategies 

Mental 
Discipline 

Right Mindfulness Present-moment 
awareness 

MBSR, MBCT 

Mental 

Discipline 

Right 

Concentration 

Focused attention Neuropsychology, meditation 

research 

Figure : Eightfold Path Structure 

 

3.  Mindfulness (Sati) 

• Definition: Mindfulness involves non-judgmental awareness of the present moment, encompassing 
thoughts, emotions, and sensations. 

• Key Texts: Satipatthana Sutta (Foundations of Mindfulness). 

• Psychological Implications: 
o Enhances attention and emotional regulation, reducing reactivity. 

o Aligns with cognitive psychology’s focus on attentional control. 

o Reduces stress and anxiety, foundational to Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR). 

• Modern Applications: 
o MBSR: Developed by Jon Kabat-Zinn, used for stress reduction. 

o MBCT: Combines mindfulness with CBT to prevent depression relapse. 

o Neuropsychology: Linked to increased prefrontal cortex activity. 

• Exam Relevance: Questions test mindfulness definitions or applications.  

Example (2024 PYQ):  

Q. Mindfulness in Buddhism is most closely associated with:  
A) Right Action    B) Right Mindfulness  

C) Right Speech    D) Right View. 

(Answer: B). 

• Mindfulness in Buddhist Psychology 
Mindfulness → Awareness of Thoughts, Emotions, Sensations → Reduced Reactivity → Emotional 

Regulation, Stress Reduction 
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